
 

  

 

  

Cotlook A Index - Cents/lb (Change 
from previous day) 

08-12-2021 119.00 (-0.35) 

07-12-2020           78.85 

09-12-2019 75.35 

New York Cotton Futures (Cents/lb) 
As on 11.12.2021 (Change from 

previous day) 
    Dec 2021      111.39 (+0.12) 

    Mar 2022      106.00 (-0.72) 

    May 2022      105.47 (+0.15) 

  

  11th  

December 

2021 

Cotton and Yarn Futures 
 ZCE - Daily Data 

(Change from 
previous day) 

MCX (Change from previous day) 
 

Dec 2021 31390 (-30) 

Cotton 20515 (-165) Jan 2022 31540 (-120) 

Yarn 26640 (-305) Feb 2022 31660 (+110) 

‘Time for quantum jump’: Piyush Goyal bats for $44 bn 

textile export in 2021-22 

"World has not still seen the huge potential of the 

North-East": Shri Piyush Goyal 

Skill Upgradation Training to 23,368 Handloom 
Weavers 
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NATIONAL: 

‘Time for quantum jump’: Piyush Goyal bats for $44 bn textile export in 2021-

22 

(Source: Live Mint, December 10, 2021)  

Exports account for 60% of the ₹55,000 crore Indian home textiles industry, which 

comprises products such as terry towels, bedsheets and spreads, pillow covers, curtains, 

rugs and carpets 

Stating that India is showing signs of robust economic recovery, Union textile minister 

Piyush Goyal said on Friday that the country's target now should be to achieve $44 billion 

of textile exports in 2021-22. 

“We can no longer be satisfied with small increments, its time for a quantum jump," said 

the minister.  

Goyal was interacting with the leaders of the textile industry in India when he asserted 

that India has met all of its international service commitments, making it a “trusted 

partner of the world". 

“The government is always open to consider all industry requirements to ensure that 

targets are achieved," said the minister, adding that Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) 

scheme for textiles and MITRA Parks scheme is going to benefit the industry in a big way. 

“We aim to provide a conducive ecosystem to explore our competitive and comparative 

advantage. These include simplification of laws, reduction of compliance burden, 

RoSTCL&RoDTEP notified, etc," added Goyal.  

He said that exporters must back the expectations of the nation with their effort, expertise 

and efficiency. "They should explore new markets." 

He asked the participants and stakeholders to especially take care of small exporters and 

guide them. 

Goyal had earlier in September asked the textile industry to aim for $ 100 billion exports 

in a quick time.  
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The minister had then said that the Centre is in talks with state governments to help 

businesses get land, power and other utilities at attractive rates to set up mega textile 

parks. 

“I am sure nothing less than $100 billion will satisfy any of you and certainly will not 

satisfy the government led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He is a person with very 

high expectations from the textile industry," said Goyal.  

Rating agency Crisil had said last month exporters of home textiles are set to report 20% 

surge in revenue in fiscal 2022. 

Exports account for 60% of the ₹55,000 crore Indian home textiles industry, which 

comprises products such as terry towels, bedsheets and spreads, pillow covers, curtains, 

rugs and carpets. 

Home 

 

"World has not still seen the huge potential of the North-East": Shri Piyush 

Goyal 

(Source: Press Information Bureau, December 10, 2021) 

“World has not still seen the huge potential of the North-East,” said Shri Piyush Goyal, 

launching the ‘Meghalayan Age’ store in New Delhi. Stating that the Mulberry Silk of 

Meghalaya besides Shawls, Bamboo, Handicrafts and various other unique products of 

the Northeast will have a huge market not only for visitors from India but also from across 

the world, the Union Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public 

Distribution and Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal said, “the World is Your Stage.” 

Quoting Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi that “India cannot develop until the North-

East and Eastern parts of India come up to the level of Western and Southern India,” Shri 

Goyal said, “he has, in his heart and in his commitment, such a deep passion for the 

development of the North-East and a better future for the people of the North-East that 

it is compulsive for all of us Ministers to focus our attention to see what more we can do 

for the North-East.” 

https://www.livemint.com/industry/retail/home-textile-exporters-may-report-20-jump-in-revenue-in-fy22-crisil-11635760137693.html
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Lauding the “minimalist design” of the state’s exclusive prime store in the heart of the 

national capital, Shri Piyush Goyal complimented the Chief Minister Shri Conrad Sangma 

for  setting up the store that will provide the local artisans and more than 43,000 weavers 

of the state a window to showcase the rich culture, heritage, art and ethnic products of 

Meghalaya and the store will support the state’s cottage industry. 

“After seeing the wonderful work that our artisans, weavers, handicrafts persons are 

doing in Meghalaya, I can only say that what we are seeing is just a tip of the iceberg, 

potential is huge, your capabilities are bigger than that I can see, your capacities that you 

have demonstrated are immense,” said Shri Goyal. 

Dedicating the gathering present at the Meghalayan Age store launch last evening to the 

memory of CDS, General Bipin Rawat, Shri Goyal said he was a true KarmaYogi and 

passionate about making India great. 

Home 

 

Skill Upgradation Training to 23,368 Handloom Weavers 

(Source: Press Information Bureau, December 10, 2021) 

Skill up-gradation of handloom weavers is conducted under scheme for Capacity Building 

in Textile Sector (SAMARTH)since 2020-21. Earlier Skill up-gradation of handloom 

weavers in technical areas viz. weaving, dyeing, designing etc. was conducted under 

National Handloom Development Programme and Comprehensive Handloom Cluster 

Development Scheme. A State-wise details of handloom weavers undergone skill up-

gradation during last three years from 2018-19 to 2020-21 is annexed. 

The performance of schematic interventions, including skill up-gradation has been 

evaluated by independent third-party agencies and the study shows that these 

interventions have led to an increase in the earnings and the number of working days of 

the weavers. 
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State-wise details of handloom weavers 

undergone skill upgradation during last 

three years from 2018-19 to 2020-21 

  

S. 

No. 

State/UT Number of handloom 

weavers undergone skill 

upgradation during last 

three years from 2018-

19 to 2020-21 

  

  

1 Andhra 

Pradesh 

2535   

2 Arunachal 

Pradesh 

700   

4 Assam 8198   

5 Bihar 800   

6 Chhattisgarh 226   

8 Gujarat 247   

9 Himachal 

Pradesh 

518   

10 Haryana 60   
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11 Jammu & 

Kashmir 

(including 

Ladakh) 

549   

12 Jharkhand 220   

13 Karnataka 705   

14 Kerala 620   

15 Madhya 

Pradesh 

111   

16 Maharashtra 406   

17 Manipur 241   

18 Mizoram 500   

19 Nagaland 391   

20 Odisha 1194   

21 Punjab 59   

22 Rajasthan 99   
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23 Tamil Nadu 2000   

24 Telangana 120   

25 Tripura 151   

26 Uttar Pradesh 2171   

27 Uttarakhand 136   

28 West Bengal 411   

  Total 23,368   

  

  

This information was given by the Minister of State for Textiles Smt. Darshana Jardoshin 

a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today. 

Home 

 

Procurement of cotton under MSP operations increasing in Odisha: Union 

minister 

(Source: Hemanta Pradhan, Times of India, December 10, 2021) 

Procurement of cotton under minimum support price (MSP) operations has been 

increased in Odisha. In 2018-19, only six percent of cotton were procured under the MSP 

operations, but it is 41 percent in 2020-21. Union minister of state for textiles Darshana 

Jardosh told Rajya Sabha about this on Friday. MSP operation of cotton is a sovereign 

function of the Centre to safeguard the cotton farmers from any eventuality of distress 
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sales. To ensure the benefit of MSP to large section of cotton farmers, the Cotton 

Corporation of India Ltd (CCI) is appointed as a nodal agency under the ministry of 

textiles for undertaking MSP operations of cotton directly from the cotton farmers duly 

identified by the state government officials without involving any middlemen. 

Cotton is being procured between October and June. The state was producing four lakh 

cotton bales (one bale is 170kg of cotton) in 2018-19, but only 0.25 lakh cotton bales were 

procured under MSP operations in that year by spending Rs 70.78 crore. It was six percent 

of the total production. 

In 2019-20, around 1.61 lakh bales were procured under MSP operations against the 

production of four lakh cotton bales. Percentage of the procurement was 40 percent with 

value of Rs 435.4 crore. In 2020-2021, 2.05 lakh bales (41 percent) of Rs 621.8 crore have 

been procured against the production of 4.99 lakh bales, official sources said. 

Only 5000 farmers were getting MSPs in 2018-19, but this number has been increased to 

40,000 in 2020-21, said the minister. 

She said CCI officials remain present at procurement centres right from the beginning of 

the cotton season till end to ensure minimum support prices to the cotton farmers 

wherever prevailing prices of fair average quality (FAQ) grade kapas fall below MSP. 

Government sources said cotton is cultivated in the districts of Kalahandi, Balangir, 

Rayagada, Nuapada, Sonepur, Bargarh, Gajapati, Ganjam, Koraput, Boudh and 

Kandhamal. It was cultivated at an area of 1.69 lakh hectare in 2019-20 in 11 districts. It 

has been increased to 1.71 lakh hectare in the financial year of 2020-21. CCI has a branch 

office in Rayagada along with 14 procurement centres in nine districts. 

In February this year, cotton bales from Odisha were exported to Bangladesh via railway 

for the first time. As many as 2471.5 MT (metric tonne) of cotton bales procured by the 

CCI from Odisha farmers were transported from Junagarh station in Kalahandi district 

to Benapole station in Bangladesh. 

Home 

 

72 handloom products and 06 product logos registered under GI Act to 

promote Traditional Handloom 
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(Source: Press Information Bureau, December 10, 2021) 

Ministry of Textiles, Office of the Development Commissioner for Handlooms is 

implementing following schemes for development of handlooms and welfare of handloom 

weavers across the country: - 

            1.         National Handloom Development Programme (NHDP) 

            2.         Raw Material Supply Scheme (RMSS) 

Under the above schemes, financial assistance is provided to the eligible handloom 

agencies/weavers for raw materials, Common infrastructure development, marketing of 

handloom products in domestic/overseas markets, loans at concessional rates, etc. 

The schemes aim at increasing productivity by providing improved looms & accessories 

to the handloom weavers at 90% subsidized rates, skill upgradation through training 

programmes, design innovation & product diversification by engaging designers, 

production of varieties of handloom products, including traditional & contemporary for 

domestic as well as overseas markets. This Ministry promotes export of handloom 

products through organisation/participation in international fairs/exhibitions, Buyer-

Seller Meet, Reverse Buyer-Seller Meet etc.  

Traditional handloom products are also promoted by registering the products under 

Geographical Indication (GI) Act, 1999. So far, 72 handloom products and 06 product 

logos are registered under GI Act. Banaras Brocade and Saree and Champa Silk Saree and 

fabrics (made of kosa) have been registered under the GI Act to protect them from 

imitation or their unauthorized use by others. 

Further, the ‘India Handloom’ Brand (IHB) was launched for branding and promotion of 

high quality, niche handloom products with zero defects and zero effect on environment. 

1714 registrations have been issued as on 31.10.2021. In order to promote e-marketing of 

handloom products including IHB products, 23 e-commerce entities have been engaged. 

As per the 4th All India Handloom Census 2019-20, there are 35.22 lakh handloom 

workers across the country. The benefits of the above schemes are available for all the 

eligible handloom agencies/organisations/handloom workers etc. of the country. 

Home 
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Criteria Under ODOP 

(Source: Press Information Bureau, December 10, 2021) 

The Central Government has initiated the One District One Product (ODOP) in different 

States/UTs of the country. ODOP is seen as a transformational step towards realizing the 

true potential of a district, fuelling economic growth, generating employment and rural 

entrepreneurship, taking us to the goal of Aatmanirbhar Bharat.  ODOP initiative is 

operationally merged with ‘Districts as Export Hub’ (DEH) initiative of the DGFT, 

Department of Commerce, with the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 

Trade (DPIIT) as a major stakeholder. 

Under the DEH initiative, products and services with export potential have been 

identified in all district of the country on the basis of consultation with the States/UTs 

and other stakeholders in the district. The list of identified products and services is 

regularly updated on the basis of inputs received from States/UTs. 

The data with respect to employment generation and investments attracted by the 

districts under ODOP initiative is not maintained centrally. 

Under Districts as Export Hubs initiative, Institutional mechanisms in the form of State 

Export Promotion Committees (SEPCs) and District Export Promotion Committees 

(DEPCs) have been constituted in all the 36 States/UTs to provide support for export 

promotion and address the bottlenecks for export growth in the districts. 

Districts Export Action Plans focus on identification of products and services for overseas 

markets, which include specific actions required to support local 

exporters/manufacturers in producing/manufacturing identified products in adequate 

quantity and with the requisite quality, for reaching potential buyers outside India, 

identifying and addressing challenges for exports of the such identified products/services, 

improving supply chains, market accessibility and handholding for increasing exports. 

Districts Export Action Plans also design the strategies to promote export of the identified 

products and services in the districts. The plans include specific actions required to 

support local exporters/manufacturers in producing/manufacturing identified products 
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in adequate quantity and with the requisite quality, for reaching potential buyers outside 

India. The plans also focus on the interventions required to provide ecosystem for 

innovation/ use of technology at the district level to make them export competitive. These 

plans also include identifying and addressing challenges for exports of such identified 

products/services, improving supply chains, market accessibility and handholding for 

increasing exports. 

This information was given by the Minister of State in the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry, Shri Som Parkash, in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today. 

Home 

 

Revival of Exports 

(Source: Press Information Bureau, December 10, 2021) 

There are signs of revival of exports of the country. India’s overall exports (merchandise 

and services) has increased by 39.74% in 2021-22 (April-October) as compared to the 

corresponding period of previous year. 

In order to boost India’s exports, the Government has taken several measures which 

include: 

i. The mid-term review (2017) of the Foreign Trade Policy (2015-20) was carried out 

and corrective measures were undertaken. 

ii. Foreign Trade Policy (2015-20) extended by one year i.e. upto 31-3-2022 due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic situation. 

iii. Assistance provided through several schemes to promote exports, namely, Trade 

Infrastructure for Export Scheme (TIES) and Market Access Initiatives (MAI) 

Scheme.  

iv. A Central Sector Scheme –‘Transport and Marketing Assistance for Specified 

Agriculture Products’–for providing assistance for the international component of 

freight to mitigate the freight disadvantage for the export of agriculture products. 
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v. Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) scheme and 

Rebate of State and Central Levies and Taxes (RoSCTL) Scheme have been 

launched with effect from 01.01.2021. 

vi. Common Digital Platform for Certificate of Origin has been launched to facilitate 

trade and increase FTA utilization by exporters. 

vii. Promoting and diversifying services exports by pursuing specific action plans for 

the 12 Champion Services Sectors. 

viii. Promoting districts as export hubs by identifying products with export potential in 

each district, addressing bottlenecks for exporting these products and supporting 

local exporters/manufacturers to generate employment in the district. 

ix. Active role of Indian missions abroad towards promoting India’s trade, tourism, 

technology and investment goals has been enhanced. 

x. Package announced in light of the Covidpandemic to support domestic industry 

through various banking and financial sector relief measures, especially for 

MSMEs, which constitute a major share in exports. 

This information was given by the Minister of State in the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry, Smt. Anupriya Patel, in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today. 

Home 

 

Measures to Improve MSME Sector Exports 

(Source: Press Information Bureau, December 10, 2021) 

The details of percentage share of value of exports of Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSME) related products in India’s total exports during last three years and 

current year are: 

Years Export of 

MSME 

India's total 

Export 

% Share of 

MSME related 

products to 
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Related 

products 

(in US$ 

billion) 

(in US$ 

billion) 

India's total 

Export 

2018-19 158.76 330.08 48.10 

2019-20 155.91 313.36 49.75 

2020-21 143.99 291.81 49.35 

2021-22 (April-

September)* 

90.80 198.26 45.80 

   Source: DGCI&S, Kolkata, * provisional. 

The Government has undertaken several initiatives to promote and diversify exports from 

the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector which include: 

i. Establishment of 52 Export Facilitation Centers (EFCs) across the country with an 

aim to provide requisite mentoring and handholding support to MSMEs in 

exporting their products and services to the foreign market. 

ii. Establishment of  102 Enterprise Development Centers (EDCs) with the aim to 

build a network of entrepreneurial leaders by providing professional mentoring 

and handholding support services to existing as well as aspiring MSMEs with 

special focus on rural enterprises on continuous basis. These EDCs act as “One-

stop-shop” and provide services under components including Awareness, 

Incubation, Enterprise Facilitation etc. 

iii. International Cooperation Scheme for enhancing the marketability of products 

and services in the MSME sector. Under the scheme, organizations are facilitated 

for visit /participation of MSMEs in international exhibitions /trade fairs/buyer-

seller meet etc. abroad and also holding International conferences/seminars/ 
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workshops in India, for technology infusion, exploring business opportunities, 

joint ventures etc. 

iv. A comprehensive B2B Portal-MSME Mart has been introduced, which is a one stop 

digital solution to all business needs of MSMEs and aims towards providing next 

generation services to MSMEs and make them competitive in a global market. 

v. Enhance competitiveness through Cluster Development Programme for enhancing 

the productivity and competitiveness as well as capacity building of Micro and 

Small Enterprises (MSEs) to increase demand of domestic products in global 

markets. 

vi. A network of MSME Technology Centres (TCs) have been established which offer 

technological support and consultancy services to MSMEs. TCs are aligned to 

provide high end skill development training to provide industry ready manpower. 

vii. Financial support provided under International Cooperation (IC) Scheme for 

Technology infusion and/or up-gradation of micro, small and medium enterprises, 

their modernization and promotion of their exports through participation in 

international exhibitions/trade fairs etc. 

viii. Based on Mid-term Review of the FTP 2015-20 undertaken on 5th  December, 2017, 

incentives for labour intensive / MSME sectors were increased. 

ix. Foreign Trade Policy (2015-20) extended by one year i.e. upto 31-3-2022 due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic situation. 

x. Assistance provided through several schemes to promote exports, namely, Trade 

Infrastructure for Export Scheme (TIES) and Market Access Initiatives (MAI) 

Scheme.  

xi. A Central Sector Scheme –‘Transport and Marketing Assistance for Specified 

Agriculture Products’–for providing assistance for the international component of 

freight to mitigate the freight disadvantage for the export of agriculture products. 

xii. Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) scheme and 

Rebate of State and Central Levies and Taxes (RoSCTL) Scheme have been 

launched with effect from 01.01.2021. 
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xiii. Common Digital Platform for Certificate of Origin has been launched to facilitate 

trade and increase FTA utilization by exporters. 

xiv. A comprehensive “Agriculture Export Policy” to provide an impetus to agricultural 

exports related to agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, fisheries and food 

processing sectors, is under implementation. 

xv. Promoting and diversifying services exports by pursuing specific action plans for 

the 12 Champion Services Sectors. 

xvi. Promoting districts as export hubs by identifying products with export potential in 

each district, addressing bottlenecks for exporting these products and supporting 

local exporters/manufacturers to generate employment in the district. 

xvii. Active role of Indian missions abroad towards promoting India’s trade, tourism, 

technology and investment goals has been enhanced. 

xviii. Package announced in light of the covid pandemic to support domestic industry 

through various banking and financial sector relief measures, especially for 

MSMEs, which constitute a major share in exports. 

Certain sectors like Steel, Pharma and Chemicals have not been provided support under 

RoDTEP Scheme on account of budgetary considerations. 

This information was given by the Minister of State in the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry, Smt. Anupriya Patel, in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today. 

Home 

 

Growth Pangs: Factory output loses steam in October 

(Source: Financial Express, December 11, 2021) 

IIP growth slows to 3.2% as festive build-up in demand wanes 

The index of industrial production (IIP) grew 3.2% in October, compared with 3.3% in 

September and 12% in August, as a purported rise in demand in the build-up to Diwali 

was blunted by supply bottlenecks in key sectors, including automobiles. Of course, a 
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relatively unfavourable base (IIP had risen 4.5% in October 2020) also weighed down 

growth. 

In fact, the IIP performance has rarely been encouraging over the last two-and-half-years; 

well before the pandemic hit the country, industrial production had been stagnating. 

Strong growth rates in some of the recent months were largely attributable to deep 

contractions caused by the pandemic in the respective year-ago months. 

Given that capital goods – a gauge for investment – and consumer durables contracted 

from a year before (albeit on high base) in October, ahead of the key festival season, a 

broad-based and sustained industrial recovery is clearly yet to take root. In fact, durables 

output shrank at the fastest pace in 14 months. Moreover, a sub-1% rise in consumer non-

durables for a second straight month in October reinforces the fears that a recovery in 

private consumption remains tentative as yet. 

Elevated raw input prices and the limited ability of producers to pass on the costs to 

consumers may have discouraged some firms from scaling up production as well, some 

analysts reckon. On a month-on-month basis, however, industrial production grew 4.3% 

in October. 

Capital goods output contracted 1.1% in October from a year before, against a rise of 2.4% 

in the previous month. Consumer durables output shrank 6.1%, while non-durables rose 

just 0.5%. 

Barring mining, which grew 11.4% in October, the growth of manufacturing and electricity 

remained lower than expected at 2% and 3.1%, respectively. 

Aditi Nayar, chief economist at Icra, pointed out that even when supply challenges in the 

auto sector persisted, the performance of several other high frequency indicators – 

including electricity demand, GST e-way bills and port cargo traffic – deteriorated in 

November from a year before. This suggests that “economic activity lost steam after the 

festive season ended, with a satiation of pent-up demand”. “Accordingly, the IIP growth 

may print sub-3% in the just-concluded month, in spite of the low base (-1.6% in 

November 2020),” Nayar said. 

E-way bill generation dropped to its lowest in five months in November, indicating a 

fragile consumption story. However, the manufacturing PMI scaled a 10-month high in 

November, offering some comfort to policymakers. 
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Predicting a “weak set of IIP number” in the rest of FY22, DK Pant, chief economist at 

India Ratings, said: “Weak (private) consumption and investment trends imply that the 

heavy lifting to take the economy out of sluggish growth has to be done by the 

government.” 

Home 

 

India-EU free trade talks hit slow lane over labour, environment, investment 

issues 

(Source: Amiti Sen, The Hindu Business line, December 09, 2021) 

No clarity over when negotiations would begin, say sources 

India’s plans of distancing itself from China by forging free trade agreements (FTAs) with 

developed countries is proving to be a difficult path to pursue. Preparatory talks with the 

EU for resuming bilateral free trade negotiations by the year-end have moved into the 

slow lane over contentious issues such as labour, environment, investments and 

unresolved past differences, sources following the matter told BusinessLine. 

There is no clarity now over when formal negotiations on the proposed India-EU trade 

pact would begin. 

Home 

 

 

 

Top Export Districts in The Country 

(Source: Press Information Bureau, December 10, 2021) 

Under the ‘Districts as Export Hubs Initiative’, products and services with export 

potential have been identified for all districts of the country. The list of such identified 

products and services is regularly updated on the basis of inputs received from the 
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States/UTs. Under this initiative, district export action plans have been prepared for such 

identified products and services for overseas markets, which include specific actions 

required to support local exporters / manufacturers in producing/manufacturing 

identified products in adequate quantity and with the requisite quality, for reaching 

potential buyers outside India. These plans also include identifying and addressing 

challenges for exports of such identified products/services, improving supply chains, 

market accessibility and handholding for increasing exports. 

Regular compilation of district-wise export data has been started from April 2021.India’s 

top 30 districts of exports along with top 5 exported commodities during the period April-

September 2021-22 and the products/services identified with export potential are given 

below: 

  

S. 

No

. 

Districts/ 

States 

Top 5 Commodities Value of 

Export 

(in US$ 

Million) 

Products/Services 

identified with 

Export Potential 

1 Jamnagar 

(Gujarat) 

1. Petroleum 

Products                                  

        

19260.20 JamnagariBandhani, 

Brass Articles 

2. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

1794.57 

3. Plastic And 

Linoleum                                 

       

410.54 
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4. Engineering 

Goods                                       

    

218.68 

5. Mica, Coal And Other 

Ores, Minerals Including 

Process       

116.59 

Total of top 5 

commodities 

21800.5

8 

Total export of District 22110.6

0 

2 Surat 

(Gujarat) 

1. Gems And Jewellery 6872.54 Textile,  Banana, 

Surat Zari Craft, 

Pomegranate 
2. Engineering 

Goods                                       

    

1262.74 

3. Man-Made 

Yarn/Fabs./Madeups 

Etc.                            

336.75 

4. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

255.52 

5. Cotton 

Yarn/Fabs./Madeups, 

191.04 
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Handloom Products 

Etc.           

Total of top 5 

commodities 

8918.59 

Total export of District 9693.91 

3 Mumbai 

(Maharashtr

a) 

1. Gems And Jewellery 3363.15 Gems and Jewellery, 

Engineering, 

Pharmaceuticals, 

Chemicals, Textile, 

Leather, Plastics, 

Financial Services and 

Accounting & 

Auditing Services, 

Legal Services, 

Transport and 

Logistics Services, 

Management 

consulting services 

2. Engineering 

Goods                                       

    

1604.98 

3. Petroleum 

Products                                  

        

582.94 

4. Rmg Of All 

Textiles                                     

    

536.04 

5. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

265.67 

Total of top 5 

commodities 

6352.78 

Total export of District 7823.18 
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4 Mumbai 

Suburban 

(Maharashtr

a) 

1. Gems And Jewellery 6745.53 Gems and Jewellery, 

Engineering, 

Pharmaceuticals, 

Chemicals, Textile, 

Leather, Plastics, 

Financial Services and 

Accounting & 

Auditing Services, 

Information 

Technology & 

Information 

Technology enabled 

Services (IT 

&ITeS),  Communicat

ion Services (Audio 

Visual Services - 

Motion picture and 

Video Tape 

production and 

distribution service), 

Management 

consulting Services, 

Engineering Services 

2. Engineering 

Goods                                       

    

465.91 

3. Rmg Of All 

Textiles                                     

    

85.17 

4. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

83.79 

5. Meat, Dairy And Poultry 

Products 

74.47 

Total of top 5 

commodities 

7454.87 

Total export of District 7717.53 

  

5 Pune (Maharashtra) 1. Engineering Goods                                           3528.83 

2. Drugs And Pharmaceuticals                                   464.78 

3. Electronic Goods                                            366.04 
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4. Organic And Inorganic Chemicals                             215.47 

5. Plastic And Linoleum                                        87.61 

Total of top 5 commodities 4662.73 

Total export of District 5392.86 

6 Bharuch (Gujarat) 1. Organic And Inorganic Chemicals                             2268.54 

2. Engineering Goods                                           810.39 

3. Plastic And Linoleum                                        570.46 

4. Drugs And Pharmaceuticals                                   406.06 

5. Cotton Yarn/Fabs./Madeups, Handloom 

Products Etc.           

108.01 

Total of top 5 commodities 4163.46 

Total export of District 4695.14 

7 Kanchipuram (Tamil 

Nadu) 

1. Engineering Goods                                           3442.30 

2. Electronic Goods                                            653.98 

3. Drugs And Pharmaceuticals                                   105.03 
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4. Rmg Of All Textiles                                         80.47 

5. Plastic And Linoleum                                        70.02 

Total of top 5 commodities 4351.80 

Total export of District 4587.56 

8 Ahmedabad (Gujarat) 1. Drugs And Pharmaceuticals                                   1218.54 

2. Engineering Goods                                           1139.32 

3. Cotton Yarn/Fabs./Madeups, Handloom 

Products Etc.           

418.41 

4. Organic And Inorganic Chemicals                             259.31 

5. Rice                                                        247.95 

Total of top 5 commodities 3283.53 

Total export of District 4439.12 

9 Gautam Buddha 

Nagar (Uttar Pradesh) 

1. Electronic Goods                                            1294.45 

2. Engineering Goods                                           859.66 

3. Rmg Of All Textiles                                         706.85 
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4. Gems And Jewellery 104.24 

5. Handicrafts Excl. Hand Made 

Carpet                          

98.42 

Total of top 5 commodities 3063.62 

Total export of District 3769.42 

  

1

0 

Bengaluru 

Urban 

(Karnataka) 

1. Engineering 

Goods                                           

1120.59 Processed Foods, 

Vegetables and 

Flowers, Engineering 

Machine tools/ 

Automobile & Auto 

components/ 

Aerospace 

components / 

Precision 

components, Earth 

moving machinery, 

Defence 

manufacturing,  Elect

rical machinery, etc., 

ESDM products. 

Pharma & Biotech, 

Electrical machinery, 

Plant extracts, FIBC 

bags & packaging 

2. Electronic 

Goods                                          

  

900.33 

3. Rmg Of All 

Textiles                                       

  

607.79 

4. Drugs And 

Pharmaceuticals                       

            

445.91 

5. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

208.47 
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Total of top 5 

commodities 

3283.

09 

products, Readymade 

garments/Textiles. 

Services-Hospital/ 

Health/ Wellness/ 

Educational, 

Engineering Services, 

Global Research & 

Development, Hub 

for manufacturing/ 

Global Development 

Centre, IT/ITES. 

Total export of District 3749.1

8 

11 DevbhumiDwa

rka (Gujarat) 

1. Petroleum 

Products                                     

     

3676.8 Marine & Fisheries 

2. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

4.79 

3. Marine 

Products                                     

        

2.97 

4. Engineering 

Goods                                           

2.08 

5. Ceramic Products And 

Glassware                              

0.92 

Total of top 5 

commodities 

3687.5

6 
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Total export of District 3688.7

6 

1

2 

Kutch 

(Gujarat) 

1. Engineering 

Goods                                           

821.72 Mango, Kutch 

Embroidery, Kutch 

Shawls, Marine 

Products, Castor 
2. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

477.16 

3. 

Rice                                              

          

391.44 

4. Cotton 

Yarn/Fabs./Madeups, 

Handloom Products 

Etc.           

331.5 

5. Mica, Coal And Other Ores, 

Minerals Including 

Process       

191.56 

Total of top 5 

commodities 

2213.3

8 

Total export of District 3448.

67 

1

3 

Thane 

(Maharashtra) 

1. Engineering 

Goods                                           

1051.52 Chemicals, Plastics 

related, 
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2. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

452.62 Pharmaceuticals, 

Engineering, Textiles, 

Plastics related, 

Transport and 

Logistics Services, 

Information 

Technology & 

Information 

Technology enabled 

Services (IT 

&ITeS),  Communicat

ion Services (Audio 

Visual Services - 

Motion picture and 

Video Tape 

production and 

distribution service), 

Management 

consulting Services, 

Engineering Services 

3. Drugs And 

Pharmaceuticals                       

            

329.61 

4. Cotton 

Yarn/Fabs./Madeups, 

Handloom Products 

Etc.           

192.02 

5. Rmg Of All 

Textiles                                       

  

157.58 

Total of top 5 

commodities 

2183.3

5 

Total export of District 3023.2

2 

  

  

  

14 Visakhapatnam 

(Andhra Pradesh) 

1. Engineering Goods                                           845.96 

2. Organic And Inorganic Chemicals                             777.27 



     

                                                                                                                                            

 
www.citiindia.org 

 

29 CITI-NEWS LETTER 

3. Drugs And Pharmaceuticals                                   469.45 

4. Marine Products                                             239.71 

5. Petroleum Products                                          137.76 

Total of top 5 commodities 2470.15 

Total export of District 2755.02 

15 Raigad (Maharashtra) 1. Engineering Goods                                           920.64 

2. Organic And Inorganic Chemicals                             572.19 

3. Drugs And Pharmaceuticals                                   188.1 

4. Plastic And Linoleum                                        164.12 

5. Meat, Dairy And Poultry Products                            153.49 

Total of top 5 commodities 1998.54 

Total export of District 2675.44 

16 Chennai (Tamil Nadu) 1. Engineering Goods                                           758.57 

2. Petroleum Products                                          344.39 
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3. Leather And Leather Manufactures                            294.42 

4. Gems And Jewellery 259.32 

5. Rmg Of All Textiles                                         148.16 

Total of top 5 commodities 1804.86 

Total export of District 2563.29 

17 Dakshina Kannada 

(Karnataka) 

1. Petroleum Products                                          1266.19 

2. Organic And Inorganic Chemicals                             767.47 

3. Iron Ore                                                    243.08 

4. Marine Products                                             52.6 

5. Engineering Goods                                           39.6 

Total of top 5 commodities 2368.94 

Total export of District 2488.41 

18 East Godavari (Andhra 

Pradesh) 

1. Engineering Goods                                           1495.16 

2. Marine Products                                             342.89 
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3. Rice                                                        305.78 

4. Electronic Goods                                            40.1 

5. Meat, Dairy And Poultry Products                            13.05 

Total of top 5 commodities 2196.98 

Total export of District 2427.22 

  

  

19 Gurugram 

(Haryana) 

1. Engineering 

Goods                                           

1186.03 Home Furnishing & 

Engineering Goods 

2. Rmg Of All 

Textiles                                         

533.66 

3. Electronic 

Goods                                            

124.85 

4. Leather And Leather 

Manufactures                            

85.06 

5. Cotton Yarn/Fabs./Madeups, 

Handloom Products Etc.           

67.28 

Total of top 5 commodities 1996.88 
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Total export of District 2366.98 

20 Tiruppur 

(Tamil 

Nadu) 

1. Rmg Of All 

Textiles                                         

1846.14 Hosiery Garments & 

Apparels 

2. Cotton Yarn/Fabs./Madeups, 

Handloom Products Etc.           

178.14 

3. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

36.38 

4. Engineering 

Goods                                           

15.03 

5. Plastic And 

Linoleum                                        

8.57 

Total of top 5 commodities 2084.26 

Total export of District 2143.14 

21 Kolkata 

(West 

Bengal) 

1. Gems And Jewellery 529.11 Lychee, 

MaldaLaxmanBhog 

Mango, MaldaKhirsapati 

(Himsagar) Mango, 

MaldaFazli Mango 

2. Engineering 

Goods                                           

409.47 

3. Leather And Leather 

Manufactures                            

263.21 
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4. Marine 

Products                                             

149.71 

5. Rmg Of All 

Textiles                                         

84.64 

Total of top 5 commodities 1436.14 

Total export of District 2125.50 

22 Vadodara 

(Gujarat) 

1. Engineering 

Goods                                           

583.44 Pharmaceuticals, 

Engineering 

2. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

461.69 

3. Drugs And 

Pharmaceuticals                                   

220.65 

4. Petroleum 

Products                                          

170.69 

5. Plastic And 

Linoleum                                        

127.52 

Total of top 5 commodities 1563.99 

Total export of District 2010.32 
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23 Valsad 

(Gujarat) 

1. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

643.9 Chemical and 

paper,  Mango, Marine 

Products 

2. Engineering 

Goods                                           

297.87 

3. Cotton Yarn/Fabs./Madeups, 

Handloom Products Etc.           

222.27 

4. Plastic And 

Linoleum                                        

177.37 

5. Drugs And 

Pharmaceuticals                                   

140.26 

Total of top 5 commodities 1481.67 

Total export of District 1970.23 

24 Jharsuguda 

(Odisha) 

1. Engineering 

Goods                                           

1949.61 Aluminium, 

Products,  Chilly, Ginger 

2. Ceramic Products And 

Glassware                              

16.12 

3. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

1.78 
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4. 

Others                                                      

0.06 

5. Mica, Coal And Other Ores, 

Minerals Including Process       

0.01 

Total of top 5 commodities 1967.58 

Total export of District 1967.59 

  

2

5 

Dadra And 

Nagar 

Haveli 

(Dadra & 

Nagar 

Haveli) 

1. Man-Made 

Yarn/Fabs./Madeups 

Etc.                            

418.37 Yarn, Fabrics, 

Pharmaceuticals, 

Cables, Rubber, Plastic 

Products,  Readymade 

garments, Engineering 

products 
2. Engineering 

Goods                                           

403.13 

3. Plastic And 

Linoleum                                     

   

385.18 

4. Drugs And 

Pharmaceuticals                         

          

182.17 

5. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

119.3 
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Total of top 5 

commodities 

1508.1

5 

Total export of District 1843.4

3 

2

6 

Bellary 

(Karnataka) 

1. Engineering 

Goods                                           

1714.84 Granite, Jeans Pant, 

Apparels Jute products, 

Engineering products, 

Electrical Machinery 

and Transport 

Equipment, 

Engineering/Iron ore 

based value added 

products, 

Pomegranate, Chilies 

2. 

Rice                                               

         

15.26 

3. Mica, Coal And Other Ores, 

Minerals Including 

Process       

12.93 

4. Fruits And 

Vegetables                                   

    

6.4 

5. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

5.55 

Total of top 5 

commodities 

1754.9

8 

Total export of District 1769.3

6 
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2

7 

Aurangabad 

(Maharasht

ra) 

1. Engineering 

Goods                                           

1062.07 Engineering, 

Pharmaceuticals and 

Agriculture products, 

Engineering services, 

PaithaniSarees and 

Fabrics,  MarathwadaK

esar Mango,  Beed 

Custard Apple 

2. Drugs And 

Pharmaceuticals                         

          

217.39 

3. Plastic And 

Linoleum                                     

   

149.9 

4. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

43.69 

5. Meat, Dairy And Poultry 

Products                            

41.53 

Total of top 5 

commodities 

1514.5

8 

Total export of District 1734.2

2 

2

8 

Palghar 

(Maharasht

ra) 

1. Engineering 

Goods                                           

913.11 Chemicals, “Chikoo” 

(Sapodilla), 

Pharmaceuticals, Iron 

& Steel and 

Engineering Products, 

Textiles, Plastics 

related, Fisheries, 

2. Drugs And 

Pharmaceuticals                         

          

246.77 
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3. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

168.62 Marine & Food 

Processing, Fruits & 

vegetables, Warli 

Painting (Handicraft) 

Focus Services - 

Tourism and 

Hospitality Services, 

Transport and Logistics 

Services 

4. Man-Made 

Yarn/Fabs./Madeups 

Etc.                            

65.01 

5. Plastic And 

Linoleum                                     

   

53.08 

Total of top 5 

commodities 

1446.5

9 

Total export of District 1636.5

0 

2

9 

Coimbatore 

(Tamil 

Nadu) 

1. Engineering 

Goods                                           

767.38 Engineering Products 

such as  Foundry, 

Motors & Pumps, 

Automobile 

Engineering 

Components, Iron 

Castings, Aluminium 

Castings, Wet Grinders 

& Home Appliances, 

Textiles such as Yarn & 

Fabrics, Poultry 

Products, Vegetables, 

Coconut & Coir 

Products, KovaiKora 

2. Cotton 

Yarn/Fabs./Madeups, 

Handloom Products Etc.           

232.4 

3. Rmg Of All 

Textiles                                         

84.58 

4. 

Tea                                                

         

56.58 
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5. Organic And Inorganic 

Chemicals                             

39.74 Cotton Sarees, 

Coimbatore Wet 

Grinder ( Banana) 

Total of top 5 

commodities 

1180.6

8 

Total export of District 1489.4

4 

3

0 

Jaipur 

(Rajasthan) 

1. Gems And Jewellery 419.24 Gems &Jewellery, 

Garments, Furniture, 

Services Exports and 

others, Toys, Blue 

Pottery of Jaipur 

2. Engineering 

Goods                                           

243.95 

3. Rmg Of All 

Textiles                                         

109.42 

4. Mica, Coal And Other Ores, 

Minerals Including 

Process       

94.12 

5. Cotton 

Yarn/Fabs./Madeups, 

Handloom Products Etc.           

49.6 

Total of top 5 

commodities 

916.33 

Total export of District 1380.0

9 
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This information was given by the Minister of State in the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry, Smt. Anupriya Patel, in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today. 

Home 

 

Economy, markets, investing strategy: Nomura's outlook for India in 2022 

(Source: Puneet Wadhwa, Business Standard, December 11, 2021) 

Within the Asian region, the global research and broking house has maintained an 

overweight stance on China, Korea and Indonesia for 2022. Thailand and Philippines 

remain their key underweights. 

After a stellar run in 2021, most brokerages, including Nomura, had 

downgraded Indian equites in October 2021. Heading into 2022, 

change in policy stance by the US Federal Reserve (US Fed), 

inflation risk and the new Covid variants are some of the risks that 

will impact the global economy and financial markets, including 

India, Nomura said. 

Despite these headwinds, Nomura expects Asian stocks to deliver 

double-digit returns by end-2022 (base case end-2022F MXASJ 

target is 925; around 18 per cent higher from the current levels), 

driven largely by earnings growth and flat multiples from a low 

base. 

“Material declines for Asia stocks are unlikely, as we see several 

buffers this time (valuations, positioning, fundamentals). Peaking 

US inflation, and the bottoming out of growth and modest policy easing in China into Q1-

2022 should provide relief for Asia stocks eventually,” Nomura said. 

Within the Asian region, the global research and broking house has maintained an 

overweight stance on China, Korea and Indonesia for 2022. Thailand and Philippines 

remain their key underweights, and remain 'neutral' on India and Singapore in their 

model portfolio. 

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/nomura
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/nomura
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/nomura
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Here’s how Nomura sees 2022 shaping up for the Indian economy and markets. 

Stock market: With MSCI India trading at 22.5x forward P/E versus pre-pandemic 

levels of 18.9x, valuation of Indian equities has emerged as the biggest concern for 

Nomura after a strong outperformance in 2021. It reiterated its ‘neutral’ stance on Indian 

equities going into 2022. That said, Nomura sees corporate earnings growth to remain 

robust in 2022, which should support high valuation multiples of the Indian equites. 

However, slowing participation of retail investors is one key risk going into 2022, Nomura 

said. 

Key risks: Covid-19, Nomura said, is a risk as India lags the region on vaccination 

rollouts. Stretched government finances also raise a risk of populism/higher taxes, 

especially ahead of some state elections. India, it believes, is vulnerable to higher US 

yields/Fed policy tightening given elevated valuations that can trigger a correction / 

volatility in Indian equities. 

Investment strategy: Easing supply chain bottlenecks should help the auto sector, 

Nomura said. That apart, it is bullish on select private sector banks and GARP (growth at 

reasonable price) stocks such as EV (electric vehicle) supply chain stocks. 

For the Asian region as a whole, Nomura believes elevated volatility will favour defensives 

in the first quarter of 2022, but will also present an opportunity to accumulate quality 

GARP stocks on dips. “Assuming Omicron is not a major threat, Value / reopening / 

cyclicals / financials appear better positioned versus high-valuation areas in the first 

quarter of 2022 on a hawkish US Fed. Balance of risks around growth / inflation / rates / 

virus still favours a barbelled / balanced portfolio overall, with stock selection key for 

alpha,” Nomura said. 

Inflation woes: Inflation has emerged as the key risk for the global economy, according 

to Nomura. Inflation, it said, has clearly been more persistent and more broad-based than 

what the Fed and most market participants, including them, had anticipated it to be. This 

has led to increasing market expectations that monetary policy is set to become tighter, 

although the Covid-19 Omicron variant is an uncertainty and may lead market to pull back 

some of these expectations if growth starts faltering. India, it said, is particularly at risk 

in the backdrop of rising inflation expectations driven by higher commodity prices. 

“Given the varied vaccination rates across the globe, the emergence of the Omicron 

variant of the Covid virus, there is significant uncertainty on the economic outlook. We 

https://www.business-standard.com/markets
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think near-term inflationary pressures alongside recent hawkish turn will likely lead to 

elevated volatility in financial markets,” Nomura said. 

Interest rates: Even though Nomura agrees with the Reserve Bank of India's (RBI’s) 

assessment on growth (uneven recovery), they disagree on inflation and see upside risks 

materialising in 2022 due to the build-up of cost pressures. It now expects the RBI to hike 

the reverse repo rate by 40 basis points (bps) in February, but sees the repo rate hike 

pushed to April. 

"In the latter part of the year, we expect the RBI to hasten policy rate hikes in an effort to 

catch up with the curve; we now expect 100bp of repo and reverse repo rate hikes in 2022, 

up from our previous forecast of 75bp," Nomura said. 

Home 

 

City bizmen protest in Delhi against GST hike on textile 

(Source: Times of India, December 11, 2021) 

A group of city businessmen affiliated with Bharitya Arthik Party (BAP) protested at New 

Delhi on Friday against the central government’s decision to increase GST on textile and 

garment raw material and products to 12% from existing 5%. 

Office bearers and representatives of Punjab Mukti Morcha (PMM), United Akali Dal 

(UAD) and Kirti Akali Dal (KAL) also joined the BAP to protest. The protesters started 

from Gurudwara Rakabganj Sahib and tried to march till Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

residence, but they were stopped by the Delhi Police. Later on, a delegation of protestors 

were allowed to meet a senior official to hand over their memorandum of demands. 

Tarun Jain Bawa, national president of BAP and garment manufacturer, said, “Today 

PMM, UAD, KAL, BAP and other organisations comprising of like-minded people had 

given the call for gherao PM’s residence in Delhi. But due to unfortunate demise of our 

Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat whose cremation was being held in Delhi, we 

decided to send a small delegation representing protesting organisations to meet a senior 

official of the government. We have sent memorandum of our demands to the PM, our 

demands include roll back of decision to increase GST on textile and garment sector to 
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12%, action against culprits in sacrilege cases and releasing the sikh prisoners who have 

completed their sentences.” 

Bawa also warned that if the government fails to fulfil their demands in the next two 

weeks, they will intensify the protest in Delhi. 

Home 

 

Textile industry goes on strike over GST 

(Source: Economic Times, December 10, 2021) 

The strike was to protest against the increase in GST (goods and services tax) from 5 per 

cent to 12 per cent. President of Erode Cloth Merchants Association Kalaiselvan said the 

textile industry and its allied industries into weaving, dyeing, printing and textile trading 

are already facing problems of yarn price hike and pollution. 

More than 4,000 textiles wholesale, retail shops and textile producers and merchants 

dealing with yarn in the district closed shutters on Friday as part of a one-day strike called 

for by the Erode Textile Merchants Association. The strike was to protest against the 

increase in GST (goods and services tax) from 5 per cent to 12 per cent. President of Erode 

Cloth Merchants Association Kalaiselvan said the textile industry and its allied industries 

into weaving, dyeing, printing and textile trading are already facing problems of yarn 

price hike and pollution. 

Now, he said, the hike in GST would affect the manufacturing and sale of textile goods. In 

order to draw the attention of the Union government to the GST, the textile industry went 

on strike, the association president said. 

Home 

 

No central help for textiles in T: KTR 

(Source: Koride Mahesh, Times of India, December 11, 2021) 

Accusing Centre of not extending any financial help to the textile industry, TRS working 

president and industry minister KT Rama Rao said several representations to Centre for 
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help had fallen on deaf ears. “BJP MPs from Telangana, instead of politicising every issue 

and criticising the TRS government, should try to get funds from the Centre for schemes 

and projects benefiting the state. The TRS will not hesitate to highlight failures and non-

cooperation from the Centre,” the minister said at a press conference in Sircilla on Friday. 

He said Telangana government had urged the Centre for granting Indian Institute of 

Handloom Technology and a mega powerloom cluster in Sircilla and funds for Kakatiya 

Mega Textile Park, which is being developed on 1,200 acres. He said government was keen 

to set up textile parks in Dubbak, Gadwal, Narayanpet, Pochampally and other places, but 

there was no response from Centre. 

“Telangana is the only state which provides 50% subsidy to weavers on their material. The 

state government has given Rs 1,134 crore order for weavers under various schemes,” KTR 

said. He said government would be coming up with new schemes like work-to-order 

scheme for weavers by allocating Rs 400 crore. 

Home 

 

Natural, eco-friendly fibre weaves its way into Surat’s polyester hub 

(Source: Yagnesh Bharat Mehta, Times of India, December 11, 2021) 

With the world consciously trying to leave at least one carbon footprint less in the sands 

of time, Surat’s textile hub, known for its polyester products, too is making efforts into 

weaving a greener thinking by adopting natural fibre — a biodegradable yarn that's 

environment friendly. After introducing plant-based cupro fibre and viscose rayon, the 

city is now experimenting with fibre and yarn sourced from pineapple, birch wood, 

banana and bamboo. 

Few of the products are researched and developed locally, while some innovations made 

abroad are also trying to find its footing in the man-made fabric hub. Besides fabrics like 

nylon, cotton, cuprammonium, viscos, linen and a few others, almost 80 percent of fabric 

products at present are polyester based. 

Even as around 20 percent of the units have made space for natural fibres, experts do not 

see any dent in the growth of polyester in the offing so soon and that the natural fibre will 

only cater to niche segments. 
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Of the local crusaders for natural fibre, Navsari Agricultural University (NAU) has been 

aggressively marketing its banana-plant fibre derived from the plantain’s pseudostem. 

“Plantain stems weighing around 45kg each were earlier considered waste and would 

actually incur the farmer an additional Rs 15,000 per hectare cost for removal of the eco-

trash. But now, with the innovation of plant-based fibre, farmers can earn from that 

waste,” said J M Patel, head of Soil and Water management Research Unit, NAU. 

However, it too has its limitations as only two percent portion from 45kg of stem can be 

derived as fibre while the remaining material is utilized in manufacturing vermicompost 

and liquid fertilizer. 

“Some of these natural fibres and yarns have been available for the past few years but with 

very little commercial use. If its commercial production increases, these can be made 

available at customer-friendly price,” said Rajnikatn Bachkaniwala, president of 

MANTRA, a textile research institute. 

Meher International — a private group from the city — is making fibre and yarn from 

waste of pineapple and banana. “We are using leaves of pineapple to make fibre and then 

after a long process yarn can be derived. Farmers normally throw away these as wastage, 

but with technology they can now earn from it,” said director of the firm, Sumit Agarwal, 

adding that they are also working on developing fibre and yarn from bamboo as well. 

“Yarn derived from bamboo is currently imported and we will soon come up with locally 

made products,” he added. 

Home 

 

Cotton yarn prices fell 5-10% in 2 weeks in north India market 

(Source: Fibre 2 Fashion, December 10, 2021) 

Cotton yarn prices in north India have declined by about 5-10 per cent during the last two 

weeks. This is in line with the drastic fall in cotton price in the domestic and international 

markets due to the fear of spread of Omicron variant of COVID-19. The easing of cotton 

yarn prices has encouraged demand from downstream industries of textile sector. 
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When discovery of the Omicron variant was announced by the South African scientists in 

the last week of November, the initial panic dampened the demand for cotton and market 

sentiments in general. There was a sense of worry that the new variant would hamper 

global economic recovery and can lower the demand in the textile sector. 

As a result of this probable lower demand for cotton, New York cotton witnessed a sharp 

fall. ICE March Cotton settled at US cent 106.72 a pound Wednesday night, compared to 

price of above US cent 122 before the Omicron variant. 

In India, prices of the benchmark Shankar-6 cotton variety declined to ₹65,000-

65,600 per candy of 356 kg. In the north Indian state of Punjab, the price of J-34 (RG 37-

28.5 mm) cotton was quoted at ₹61,700-61,950 per candy on Thursday, according to 

Fibre2Fashion’s market analysis tool TexPro. In Haryana, cotton of the same variety was 

sold at a lower price of ₹60,446-60,732 per candy, according to a source. 

Cotton yarn prices in India were under pressure due to declining trend in cotton prices in 

the international and domestic markets. Suresh Gupta, a Delhi-based trader and patron 

of Delhi Cotton Yarn Merchants Association said, “During last 15 days, cotton yarn prices 

have fallen by about 5-10 per cent in Delhi market. Cotton yarn of 30 count (combed) is 

being sold at ₹325-345 per kg, and 40 count combed yarn at ₹360-380 per kg in Delhi 

market. Cotton yarn of 30 count (carded) was quoted at ₹295-315 per kg, and 40 count 

carded yarn at ₹330-350 per kg. 

In Ludhiana, a knitwear hub in north India, 20 count combed yarn is being sold at ₹320-

330 per kg, 25 count combed yarn at ₹325-335 per kg, 30 count combed yarn at ₹330-

340 per kg, and 30 count carded yarn is being sold at ₹290-300 per kg. Ludhiana-based 

trader Surinder Kumar Jain says that for the last two weeks, there has been a downward 

trend in the price of cotton yarn. On Wednesday itself, the prices softened by ₹2-3 per kg. 

Traders say that the demand for cotton yarn has improved due to the fall in the price of 

cotton, and these days the demand is stronger in most of the markets of North India. 

Home 

How to win customers and influence buying 

(Source: Reshmi Dasgupta, Economic Times, December 11, 2021) 

https://www.fibre2fashion.com/texpro/?utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=card&utm_campaign=dm2019
https://www.fibre2fashion.com/texpro/?utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=card&utm_campaign=dm2019
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A salesperson’s real skill lies in turning the hesitant browser into a happy buyer. Intuition 

and empathy are crucial skills now for sales staff. Cos should also appreciate staff who 

display the ability to sell that extra item to an indecisive customer 

Last week, my Bengaluru-based sister-in-law Ruma and I made our usual pilgrimage to 

her favourite store in Lutyens Delhi to browse through its eclectic collection of 

handcrafted textiles, fashioned into both clothes and soft furnishings. After the 

pandemic-enforced hiatus of 18 months, she was eager to explore the new collection of 

the veteran designer, and even wore the elegantly dyed pashmina stole she had bought 

the last time she had been there. 

By the time she left, she had not only bought a grey wool bias-cut tunic that complemented 

her luxuriant silvery hair and slim figure, but also kept aside two more exquisite silk 

kurtas - with second-thought-provoking price tags - to show her husband before 

committing to buy. And this was all thanks to an unobtrusive but supremely effective 

salesman, who not only understood what she liked, but also had just the right degree of 

gentle persuasiveness. 

Such was his intuition that he also deduced - perhaps from what I was wearing - that 

although I clearly loved such textiles too, my personal sartorial preference was not the 

same as Ruma's. So, while she was trying on the tunic that she eventually bought, he 

directed my attention to a rack of intricately worked saree tops: calling them blouses 

would be too simplistic. Upon learning I had already seen them, he brought out an avant 

garde ikat saree. Just my kind. 

He had us both figured out pretty quick. He not only sussed out what cuts Ruma liked - 

flowing and layered - as well as 'her' colours (rust, charcoal, grey, ecru), he also gleaned 

my preferences from the way I was looking through the shelves and racks even as he was 

tending attentively to her. He even offered tidbits of information on the designer's all-

time bestselling pieces, including several superb black-and-natural-tussar, loose 

patchwork jackets. 

My mind immediately went back to my best friend's experience about a decade ago at a 

very popular department store in Kolkata, where she intended to buy a pair of jeans. As 

she mulled over one, a young salesgirl, gauchely using the familiar 'tumi' rather than 

'aapni', told her that the cut would not suit her. Apart from the inappropriateness of the 

remark - to a lady at least 20 years older than her - the salesgirl was also acting against 

her prime directive: to sell. Of course, there is (or should be!) a difference in the quality 
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of sales personnel at high-end stores and mass market ones, given their different 

customer profiles but the objective remains the same for salespeople in both: to persuade 

browsers to become buyers, by guiding them to merchandise that will appeal. They have 

to be geared to understand different customers and their psyches, so that they come 

across as helpers not garrulous and annoying interferers. In the average Indian kirana 

store, salespeople are usually on the ball, not only juggling multiple customers but also 

managing to sell customers a few more items than they intended to buy by pointing out 

bargains and price cuts. Ditto for the bustling sales personnel at the modern format, 

branded grocery stores. Only those behind the counter at governmentrun establishments 

still have no eagerness to sell, but even that is changing at a few stores. Multi-brand, 

multi-product department stores, both Indian and international, are the ones that appear 

to fall short on this count, either because the sales personnel are inadequately trained and 

therefore not sufficiently aware of their raison d'etre - to sell - or because there is a high 

attrition rate, leaving an endemically inexperienced salesforce. Also, staff at luxury brand 

stores in India recognise cash-in-bag type buyers but subtler customers often get ignored. 

All of which points to a need for more intensive sales training for the relatively newer type 

of stores in India, especially now that online buying has taken one segment away from 

physical outlets altogether. Intuition and empathy - the ability to understand the feelings 

of others - are crucial skills now for sales staff. Therefore, companies should also 

appreciate the sales staff who display the ability to sell that extra item to, say, a wavering, 

indecisive customer. The affable salesperson told Ruma he has been working at that store 

for nearly two decades. Hopefully he is that designer's most valued employee, as his 

winning mix of perceptive suggestions resulted in her buying considerably more than a 

grey wool tunic when she returned the next day. Had I tagged along, I might have also 

ended up buying that ikat saree. If he ever writes a book on his Secrets of Closing the Sale, 

he could become our desi Zig Ziglar. 

Home 

 

 

 

------------------------ 
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GLOBAL 

Sri Lanka’s optimised apparel logistics 

(Source: Innovation in Textiles, December 10, 2021) 

Sean Van Dort, chairman of the Global Shippers Forum and the the Apparel Logistics 

Sub-Committee of the Joint Apparel Association Forum of Sri Lanka (JAAF). 

In shipping and logistics, persistence pays. After two years of increasing congestion and 

unprecedented increases in freight rates, there are finally signs that the situation is 

improving. The majority of Asia’s largest ports are finally showing signs of congestion 

easing, just ahead of the holiday season. 

These improvements couldn’t have come at a better time given that maritime freight rates 

had been on an upward trend since the second half of 2020. As at September 2021, rates 

had increased by a stunning 292% year-on-year. 

While the consensus is that freight rates would not normalise until at least the end of 

2022, they also appear unlikely to increase much further at present, given that two of the 

world’s top container lines have recently pledged to freeze their spot rates and put off any 

further increases in spot freight rates for containerised cargo. 

Barring any further unforeseen disruptions, and supported by similar measures from 

other carriers, we could see further improvements in freight rates much earlier than what 

was initially projected. 

Naturally, these developments have major positive implications for Sri Lankan exporters 

and apparel manufacturers, and their buyers in particular, as input costs begin to 

normalise and bottom-line pressure eases across the board. 

Unprecedented challenges 

Prior to Covid-19, Sri Lanka was one of South Asia’s most connected nations – both in 

terms of shipping and air travel – given its ideal geographic location, and booming 

tourism industry at that time., Sri Lanka had on average 200 ships on a monthly basis, 

and a further 78 flights and freighter operations moving in and out of the country on a 

weekly basis. 
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At the peak of the pandemic and lockdowns while the port experienced berthing 

congestion, total passenger aircraft fell to zero, and one ship, and then none at all. While 

these numbers have since improved, in the interim it was up to the Sri Lankan logistics 

industry to keep the country’s exporters afloat, by ensuring that Sri Lanka’s manufactured 

goods made their way to buyers despite every challenge that arose. 

The apparel sector – which accounts for close to 40% of Sri Lanka’s exports – had to take 

the lead in innovating solutions to the crisis. For the first time, air freight was leveraged 

above maritime routes in order to import the majority of raw materials, and even to export 

orders that would have been delayed if we waited for the shipping crisis to resolve. 

With Sri Lanka entering its most intense lockdown phase, and airports closing, the 

industry immediately pivoted to partnerships with specialist freighters until passenger 

and cargo aircraft could resume. With the situation having improved significantly since 

then, Sri Lanka’s logistics sector has had its mettle tested, and we have proved our ability 

to meet unprecedented challenges with outstanding agility. Our success in the face of such 

immense difficulties is no accident either. 

Time is money 

Sri Lanka’s trusted reputation as a leading global powerhouse in apparel is the result of 

multiple factors – our dedication to quality, our investments in our people and in 

technology. But the business of apparel is not just delivering quality, it’s delivering on 

time. 

Everyone understands that fashion and apparel are notoriously fast-paced businesses. 

With apparel accounting for a big portion of Sri Lanka’s exports, this has meant that Sri 

Lankan apparel and logistics firms had to collaborate in order to match international 

requirements. Hence apparel has played a major role in elevating Sri Lanka into its 

current position among the most agile supply chains in Asia.    

Given Sri Lanka’s ideal location, the island attracts feeder vessels from across the region, 

meaning that Colombo is often the last port of call in Asia before vessels embark to 

Western ports. Additionally, most of Sri Lankan Apparel’s buyers tend to have forward 

contracts already in place with major shipping lines, which means that wherever possible, 

vessels are legally obligated to call Colombo. While providing immediate benefits to the 

apparel sector, this also creates opportunities for other Sri Lankan exporters as well. 
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Given that relative to commodities, apparel adds less weight to ships, it is often the final 

item to be loaded as cargo, meaning that it can also be unloaded faster. Such minor 

advantages add up to immense time saving at scale. 

Internally, Sri Lanka’s logistical capabilities are unmatched, and the industry can 

confidently guarantee that cargo can be moved from any point in the country and be 

transported into an international port and be ready for loading within 24 hours. 

Emerging opportunities 

These capabilities have been supported with strategic policy and process reforms whose 

success has been championed to a great extent by the logistics partners and divisions 

within Sri Lanka’s apparel industry. These include key initiatives such as the introduction 

of technology infrastructure to drive the complete digitalisation of documentation around 

Customs and Export processing for Board of Investment (BOI) companies. 

Industry stakeholders also joined together to establish dedicated export facilitation 

centers in order to further streamline customs processing. With the rise of e-commerce, 

there is also tremendous potential for Sri Lankan firms to also explore B2C export 

opportunities as well. Here too, proactive reforms have already been implemented in 

order to completely waive customs levies and standard documentation. Either in 

partnership with established brands, or working independently, Sri Lankan apparel firms 

can also explore vibrant new commercial opportunities through these newly formed 

avenues. 

In a post-Covid landscape, brands are also looking hard at options for near-shoring. This 

presents further challenges, and potentially new opportunities for Sri Lanka’s apparel 

firms. Given our outstanding reputation on ethical practices, sustainability and 

specialised expertise, Sri Lanka maintains a strong value proposition in apparel, but what 

drives near-shoring is the need for brands to maintain costs and reduce risks. Given the 

unprecedented disruptions that we have all been subjected to over the past two years, this 

is to be expected. 

Agility and resilience 

Sri Lanka’s logistics sector has since demonstrated beyond a doubt it’s agility and 

resilience in the face of crisis and we can provide buyers with an added sense of security, 

because they have already seen how Sri Lankan firms will go above and beyond the call of 
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duty to ensure that their goods reach them on time. By driving further reforms, as well as 

technological and process innovations, we will be able to also offer improved cost 

structures. 

At the same time, Sri Lanka is also ideally positioned to capture one of the largest 

emerging opportunities in apparel. Over the medium-long term, Asia will not only be 

home to the world’s largest manufacturing base, it will also be called home by the world’s 

largest – and increasingly wealthy – consumer base. 

If we continue to act strategically, the trend towards near-shoring could also give rise to 

increased intra-Asian trade, a great deal of which could be funneled through Sri Lankan 

ports quickly, and cost effectively. Given its emerging role as a nodal point between East 

and West, we are confident that Sri Lanka’s increasingly sophisticated logistical 

capabilities will be one of our most compelling value propositions – for fashion and 

apparel brands and for a much broader cross-section of global industries. 

Home 

 

Chinese business community to further push forward APEC agenda: CCPIT 

(Source: Fibre 2 Fashion, December 10, 2021) 

The Chinese business community will further push forward the agenda of the Asia-Pacific 

Economic Cooperation (APEC) and firmly continue to promote investment and free and 

open trade to support the global economy and multilateral trading system, according to 

Gao Yan, chairwoman of the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade 

(CCPIT). 

The Chinese business community will also support APEC in exploring an innovative 

development approach and promote sustainable and inclusive growth, she said. 

"After more than 30 years of development, facing the new opportunities brought by the 

new technological revolution and industrial transformation, APEC cooperation has 

expanded from the two traditional pillars-trade and investment liberalization and 

facilitation, and economic and technological cooperation-to new fields such as scientific 

and technological innovation, digital economy, sustainable development and inclusive 

growth," Gao was quoted as saying by the State Council on its website. 
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"China is expecting closer ties with APEC economies to practice true multilateralism, 

which is beneficial to all people in the region, and build jointly the Asia-Pacific community 

with a shared future," she added. 

China joined APEC in 1991, marking the nation's first of joining a regional economic 

cooperation organization. In 2020, China's trade volume with APEC economies reached 

$2.87 trillion, accounting for 62 per cent of its total foreign trade, CCPIT said. 

The nation attracted $124.6 billion of investment from APEC economies and invested 

$112.3 billion in the region last year. The region contributed to 86 per cent and 73 per 

cent of China's foreign investment and outbound investment in 2020 respectively. 

The Chinese business community is a strong supporter in promoting the Free Trade Area 

of the Asia-Pacific, and China will make full use of APEC's roles as "incubator "and "test 

field", to continuously improve trade and investment liberalization and facilitation in the 

Asia-Pacific region, while deepening the Asia-Pacific economic integration, Gao said. 

The Chinese business community should leverage industrial advantages in digital 

innovation to deepen ties in the fields of innovation and digitalization under APEC, as sci-

tech innovation and the digital economy will have a significant structural impact on future 

economic growth, Gao added. 

Home 

 

GDP up by 2.2%, employment up by 0.9% in euro area in Q3 2021 

(Source: Fibre 2 Fashion, December 10, 2021) 

In the third quarter (Q3) of 2021, seasonally-adjusted gross domestic product 

(GDP) increased by 2.2 per cent in the euro area and by 2.1 per cent in the European 

Union (EU) compared with the previous quarter, according to an estimate published by 

Eurostat, the EU statistical office. In Q2 as well, the figures were the same for both the 

entities. 

Compared with the same quarter of the previous year, seasonally adjusted GDP increased 

by 3.9 per cent in the euro area and by 4.1 per cent in the EU in Q3 2021, and GDP in the 

United States increased by 0.5 per cent compared with Q2, when it rose by 1.6 per cent. 

https://www.fibre2fashion.com/news/textile-news/eurozone-gdp-recovers-quicker-than-expected-after-lockdowns-eu-report-276388-newsdetails.htm?utm_source=f2f&utm_medium=Content&utm_campaign=Interlinking
https://www.fibre2fashion.com/news/textile-news/eurozone-gdp-recovers-quicker-than-expected-after-lockdowns-eu-report-276388-newsdetails.htm?utm_source=f2f&utm_medium=Content&utm_campaign=Interlinking
https://www.fibre2fashion.com/news/association-news/eurostat/euro-area-gdp-takes-a-0-6-hit-eu-gdp-down-by-0-4-in-q1-eurostat-273777-newsdetails.htm?amp=true&utm_source=f2f&utm_medium=Content&utm_campaign=Interlinking
https://www.fibre2fashion.com/news/association-news/eurostat/euro-area-gdp-takes-a-0-6-hit-eu-gdp-down-by-0-4-in-q1-eurostat-273777-newsdetails.htm?amp=true&utm_source=f2f&utm_medium=Content&utm_campaign=Interlinking
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GDP growth by Austria (+3.8 per cent) recorded the highest increase of GDP compared 

to the previous quarter, followed by France (+3 per cent) and Portugal (+2.9 per cent). 

Lowest growth rates were observed in Romania and Slovakia (+0.4 per cent), while GDP 

remained stable in Lithuania, an EU press release said. 

The number of employed persons increased by 0.9 per cent in both the euro area and in 

the EU in Q3 2021, compared with Q2, when employment had increased by 0.8 per cent 

in both zones. 

Home 

Growth in imports sign of accelerated expansion of Chinese economy 

(Source: Fibre 2 Fashion, December 10, 2021) 

China's industrial and supply chains will help withstand growing downward pressure and 

sustain upward export momentum in coming months, according to experts, who said the 

robust growth in imports indicated signs of accelerated expansion of the Chinese 

economy. Imports grew by around 22 per cent year on year (YoY) to 15.81 trillion yuan 

between January and November. 

In November alone, exports grew by 16.6 per cent YoY to 2.09 trillion yuan, while imports 

surged by 26 per cent to 1.63 trillion yuan. 

On a month-on-month basis, exports and imports grew by 7.6 per cent and 16.6 per cent 

respectively in November, reversing the 2.1 per cent and 10 per cent month-on-month 

declines seen in October. 

The trade surplus surged more than 20 per cent YoY to 3.77 trillion yuan during the 11-

month period, according to data from the general administration of customs (GAC). The 

country’s foreign trade during the period was worth 35.39 trillion yuan ($5.56 trillion), 

up by 22 per cent YoY, and more than the 32.16 trillion yuan recorded for the whole of 

last year. 

Exports soared by nearly 22 per cent YoY to 19.58 trillion yuan during the period. The 

figure was almost 26 per cent higher than that in the same period of 2019, official Chinese 

media reported. 

Home 
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Turkey, Italy bilateral trade ‘to exceed $20 bln’ in 2021 

(Source: Hurriyet Daily News, December 10, 2021) 

The bilateral trade between Turkey and Italy will record an all-time high in 2021, 

exceeding $20 billion, a prominent Italian businessman has said. “We would like to thank 

some of the people who have come to the fore this year in Turkey-Italy relations, and by 

showing them as examples, we would like to increase the interest in Turkey from Italy and 

appeal to more investors,” Livio Manzini, President of the Italian Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry, said during his speech at the Investor Award Ceremony in Bilateral 

Commercial Relations on Dec. 9. 

“At the same time, we aim to increase the interest of Turkish companies in Italy,” he 

added. “By the end of the year, we will exceed $20 billion in total trade between Italy and 

Turkey and the data we have show that we will have had the year with the highest trade. 

This shows a very balanced trade, it also shows how intertwined and how deep the 

relations between Italian-Turkish companies are.” 

Massimo Gaiani, the Italian ambassador to Ankara, thanked the members of the business 

chamber for their efforts to enhance bilateral relations between the two countries. 

“Our relations are strong thanks to the efforts of the businesspeople in the city and the 

country. You are the actors. We can only guide you for your success,” he said. Turkey’s 

Naturel Enerji and decorative surfaces company Gentaş were awarded for their 

contributions to Turkey-Italy ties. Italian designer Pininfarina, which designed Turkish 

electric car manufacturer TOGG’s SUV prototypes and the control tower of Istanbul 

Airport, was also honored. 

Turkey’s exports to Italy soared 40.6 percent in November to reach an all-time high of 

$1.04 billion, according to data from the Turkish Exporters’ Assembly (TİM). 

With this figure, Italy was Turkey’s fourth largest export market after Germany ($1.62 

billion), the United Kingdom ($1.43 billion) and the United States ($1.19 billion). 

The automotive sector took the lion’s share in Turkish exports to Italy. Auto exports from 

Turkey to Italy hit $181.4 million in November. 

The steel industry ($161.3 million), textile and raw materials ($98.5 million), ferrous 

and non-ferrous metals ($90 million) and hazelnut products ($85.8) followed the 
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automotive sector in terms of Turkish exports to Italy. Goods were shipped to Italy from 

62 of the 81 provinces of Turkey last month as Istanbul led others with $380.3 million. 

Istanbul was followed by the northwestern industrial provinces of Bursa ($78.8 million) 

and Kocaeli ($66.8 million), the Aegean province of İzmir ($65.7 million) and the Black 

Sea province of Trabzon ($56.8 million). Overall, Turkish exports reached an all-time 

high with $21.5 billion in November. 

Turkey’s exports hit $221 billion in the last 12 months, while the figure reached $203.1 

billion in the first 11 months of this year. The figures show that exports revenue 

overpassed the pre-pandemic level. 

Home 

A Fabric Revolution in the Fashion Industry 

(Source: Barrons, December 10, 2021) 

Long before Carmen Hijosa developed a new kind of sustainable fabric—one that looks 

and feels like leather but comes from pineapple leaves—there was a business trip that 

would change her life. In 1993, as a textile design consultant for the World Bank, Hijosa 

embarked on a tour of leather tanneries in the Philippines. She knew leather’s 

detriments—the resources required to raise and slaughter cattle, and the toxic chemicals 

used at tanneries that endanger workers and pollute land and waterways. What she hadn’t 

quite counted on was the smell. “It was pretty shocking,” Hijosa recalls. She’d worked 

with leather makers for 15 years but hadn’t witnessed such poor working conditions. 

“Suddenly I realized, oh my God, this is really what it means.” 

She wondered how she could continue to support a fashion industry that is so destructive 

to the planet. And so she quit her job with no plan—just an abiding sense that she had to 

be part of the solution, not the problem. 

She’s not alone. Hijosa is one of a growing cohort of solution seekers driven to change the 

clothes we wear by offering a new range of materials and textiles. We’re talking more than 

just organic cotton and recycled fibers, which help but don’t go nearly far enough. Luxury 

brands are test-driving more innovative materials that waste less, wear better, and may 

substantially improve the industry’s social and environmental impact. Alt-fabric research 

is hot today, driven by concerns over high-demand textiles. Besides leather production’s 

toxic chemicals, cotton requires vast amounts of land and pesticides; and polyester, 
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derived from petroleum, has been found to shed tiny plastic microfibers when laundered, 

polluting waterways and entering the food chain. 

So what alternatives look promising? Consider these, which may seem more at home in 

your grocery cart than your closet. 

Pineapple Leaves 

Hijosa was twisting pineapple leaves around her fingers when she realized the long fibers 

inside the leaves, used in Filipino ceremonial garb, could be used to make a durable, 

supple mesh, finished with a leatherlike top layer. In 2016 she founded Ananas Anam, 

makers of Piñatex, aka “pineapple leather,” which repurposes the waste of pineapple 

harvests. Since then, Chanel, Hugo Boss, Paul Smith, H&M, and Nike have used Piñatex. 

Mushrooms 

Mycelium, the underground threadlike filaments that produce mushrooms, can also make 

a leatherlike material. Mylo, a promising “mushroom leather” produced by California 

start-up Bolt Threads, debuted this year in collections by Stella McCartney (a bustier and 

trousers), Adidas ( Stan Smith sneakers), and Lululemon (yoga mats). Expect more in 

2022. 

Roses 

Traditional silk is derived from silkworms that are usually killed. Rose-petal silk comes 

from waste petals. BITE Studios, a rising brand based in London and Stockholm, featured 

this fabric in dresses and separates in its spring 2021 line. 

Coffee Grounds 

Java rejuvenators include Finnish label Rens Originals (offering sleek sneakers with 

coffee-infused uppers), Oregon-based Keen footwear (soles and footbeds), and Taiwan 

textile company Singtex (yarn for sports gear that reportedly offers natural antiodor 

properties and UV-ray protection). GrapesThe Italian company Vegea’s leather created 

from Italian winery grape waste (leftover stems, seeds, skins) popped up this year on 

H&M boots and eco-friendly brand Pangaia sneakers. 

Stinging NettleAt London Fashion Week in 2019, British label Vin + Omi showed dresses 

made of nettle harvested from Prince Charles’ Highgrove Estate and spun into yarn. 
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Pangaia currently uses nettle, along with other fast-growing plants (eucalyptus, bamboo, 

seaweed) in its new PlntFiber collection of hoodies, tees, track pants, and shorts. 

Banana Leaves 

Musa fiber, made from banana leaves, is water- and tear-resistant, and has been used in 

H&M sneakers. Pangaia’s FrutFiber line of tees, shorts, and dresses features a fiber 

derived from banana, pineapple, and bamboo. 

The ultimate challenge for these innovators is getting buy-in from designers and 

consumers. “These materials are being promoted for ecological reasons, but that’s not the 

same as appealing to practical improvements in people’s daily lives,” says Valerie Steele, 

director of the Museum at the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York. She points to 

fashion’s sea change in the 1940s and ’50s, when shoppers flipped for a new fiber—

polyester—thanks to ads touting poly’s practical benefits. “Saving the world is laudable 

but hard to grasp,” she says. The good news is that sustainability and climate change are 

no longer theoretical, notes Dan Widmaier, co-founder of Mylo-maker Bolt Threads. 

“It’s astounding, the number of things that smack you in the face and say ‘This is real,’” 

he says, ticking off on his fingers: tornadoes, droughts, food shortages, wildfire seasons. 

He believes shoppers will start demanding brands wake up to that sobering reality. “Every 

brand is reading what the consumer wants and delivering it. If they don’t, they’re out of 

business. 
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