
 

  

 

  

Cotlook A Index - Cents/lb (Change 
from previous day) 

09-09-2021 103.65 (Unch) 

08-09-2020           70.70 

06-09-2019 70.65 

New York Cotton Futures (Cents/lb) 
As on 11.09.2021 (Change from 

previous day) 

    Oct 2021      95.11 (+0.55) 

    Dec 2021      93.04 (-0.18) 

    Mar 2022      91.91 (-0.50) 

  

  11th  
September 

2021 

Cotton and Yarn Futures 

 ZCE - Daily Data 
(Change from 
previous day) 

MCX (Change from previous day) 
 

Oct 2021 25720 (-150) 

Cotton 17890 (-365) Nov 2021 25260 (-450) 

Yarn 24265 (-520) Dec 2021 25700 (+50) 

Cabinet likely to clear 7 mega textile parks within 2 

weeks 

Telangana minister KTR requests Piyush Goyal for 

including cotton in PLI scheme 

Container crunch takes toll on freight rates: Lock 

empty cases, say exporters 
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NATIONAL: 

Cabinet likely to clear 7 mega textile parks within 2 weeks 

(Source: Kirtika Suneja, Economic Times, September 11, 2021) 

The proposed scheme to setup seven mega investment textile parks (MITRA) is likely to get 

Cabinet approval in the next fortnight, a senior official said. 

The proposed scheme to setup seven mega investment textile parks (MITRA) is likely to 

get Cabinet approval in the next fortnight, a senior official said. 

The textiles ministry has proposed to set up these parks on over 1,000 acres in the next 

three years, on the lines of China and Vietnam. They will have integrated facilities, plug-

and-play infrastructure and quick turnaround time to minimise transportation losses, 

aimed to attract big-ticket investments in the sector………………………… 

Home 

Telangana minister KTR requests Piyush Goyal for including cotton in PLI 

scheme 

(Source: ANI News, September 11, 2021) 

Telangana (/topic/telangana) Minister KT Rama Rao (/topic/kt-rama-rao) 

complimented Union Minister Piyush Goyal for approving the Production Linked 

Incentive (/topic/production-linked-incentive)s (PLI) scheme for the textile industry and 

suggested including the cotton segment for widening the scope of the scheme. Rao, who 

is the Minister of Municipal Administration and Urban Development of Telangana 

(/topic/telangana), suggested including the cotton segment in the scheme. 

In a letter to Goyal, Rao wrote, "As per the guidelines announced by the government, the 

incentives are available only for textile units operating in man-made fibre (MMF) 

segment, and unfortunately, cotton is not covered.  

As you are aware, more than 50 per cent of the consumption of textile products in India 

is with cotton as the base fibre, and therefore it provides linkages right upto the cotton 

farmers. In this respect, I request you to consider allowing these or similar incentives for 

textiles of all fibres. Our cotton textiles segment also needs support and having PLI or an 

equivalent scheme for it will enable the industry to invest in new projects, including the 

processing segment, which is in need of up-gradation." 

"At this stage, keeping the cotton segment at par with MMF is also essential, as the 

industry is gradually recovering from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and many 

leading players are reportedly considering new investments. Having PLI or equivalent 
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scheme for the cotton segment, will speed up the investments and help the Central 

government in achieving its goal of 7.5 lakh employment even faster. For large number of 

cotton farmers, particularly from the cotton-growing states like Telangana 

(/topic/telangana), support through such a scheme will give them better returns and help 

them in their livelihoods," read the letter. 

The Telangana (/topic/telangana) minister requested Goyal to implement the Mega 

Investment Textiles (/topic/textiles) Parks (MITRA) scheme soon citing better 

implementation of the scheme. "As the government has rightly announced MITRA 

Scheme, I earnestly request you to implement it right away as it will complement the PLI 

scheme (/topic/pli-scheme) perfectly. Large investments require large land parcels, 

supported by quality infrastructure and linkages, and these can be provided by mega 

textile parks. Therefore, announcing of the mega textile park scheme will encourage states 

and other developers to immediately launch their projects so that the industry can set up 

their manufacturing units in a short time," read the letter. 

He added, "We have made significant progress in our mega textile park at Warangal and 

created strong conditions for investment with Youngone Corporation of Korea and Kitex 

Garments, one of the world's leading kidswear exporter, committing investments in the 

mega textile park." Taking steps forward towards the vision of an 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat', 

the Cabinet on September 8 approved the PLI scheme (/topic/pli-scheme) for Textiles 

(/topic/textiles) for MMF Apparel, MMF Fabrics and 10 segments/ products of Technical 

Textiles (/topic/textiles) with a budgetary outlay of Rs 10,683 crore. PLI for Textiles 

(/topic/textiles) and other measures of Government in the sector e.g. providing raw 

material at competitive prices, skill development etc will herald a new age in textiles 

manufacturing. (ANI). 

Home 

Container crunch takes toll on freight rates: Lock empty cases, say exporters 

(Source: Karunjit Singh, Indian Express, September 11, 2021) 

Freight rates to a number of key ports have risen by over 300 per cent since August 2020. 

In light of rising freight rates due to the global container shortage, exporters have called 

on the government to provide freight subsidies and curb the movement of empty cases 

out of India. 

Freight rates to a number of key ports have risen by over 300 per cent since August 2020. 

Exporters have also called for the release of about 20,000 containers that have been 

abandoned or detained by various agencies to augment their supply, The Indian 

Express has learnt. The government is currently in talks with key stakeholders to help 

exporters deal with the shortage and rise in freight rates. 

https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/
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Delays in unloading of containers at various ports due to Covid-related curbs and an 

unexpectedly quick recovery in global trade has led to an international container shortage. 

“Some countries are putting a premium on the import of empty containers,” said Ajay 

Sahai, director general and CEO, Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO), 

adding this was compounding the container shortage. 

Sahai said the Kolkata port had restricted the export of empty containers to a maximum 

of 100 per vessel for a three-month period and that other ports should also curb the export 

of empty containers. An exporter said the shortage meant that companies did not know 

when materials would reach their destination and that long delays in shipments reaching 

their destinations were leading to working capital issues, as payments were being delayed 

by 2-3 months. 

The FIEO has also called for a freight support scheme for all exports till the end of the 

fiscal — by when freight rates are expected to normalise. The FIEO has recommended that 

such a scheme also be applicable to LCL (Less than Container Load) cargo to ensure that 

small exporters are not excluded. 

Exporters have also said the option of priority booking offered by some shipping lines was 

adding to freight costs. “Priority booking should be stopped and revert to first come, first 

served booking,” Sahai said. Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal had recently said at a 

meeting with textile exporters that the government “cannot mandate or force (these 

freight) rates” since if government forced the rates downwards, then shipping firms could 

also demand a hike in rates when they are low. 

Experts said even though the shortage and high freight rates were international issues, 

persistent structural worries had led to Indian exporters facing a worse situation. 

“The average turnaround time for ships in India is about 2.7 days while the world average 

is 23.5 hours,” said Biswajit Dhar, professor at JNU’s Centre for Economic Studies and 

Planning, noting that this was adding to container shortage for Indian exporters. 

Home 

High shipping costs: Scheme to aid farm exporters back & fortified 

(Source: Financial Express, September 11, 2021) 

The TMA scheme, introduced in March 2019, was initially applicable for exports 

undertaken up to March 31, 2020. Subsequently, it was extended up to March 31, 2021. 

FE had on September 5 reported that the government was considering extending the 

scheme for at least one more year with enhanced support. 

https://indianexpress.com/about/Piyush-Goyal/
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Amid a surge in shipping costs, the government on Friday extended some relief to 

exporters of specified products by reintroducing the Transport and Marketing Assistance 

(TMA) scheme, with wider coverage and much larger support, for one year. 

Under TMA, which was valid up to March 2021, the government reimbursed exporters a 

certain portion of freight charges and offered assistance for the marketing of select 

agricultural produce. 

Rates of assistance have been increased by 50% for exports by sea and 100% for those by 

air. Similarly, dairy products, which were not covered under the earlier TMA scheme, will 

now be eligible for assistance, the commerce ministry said in a statement. 

FE had on September 5 reported that the government was considering extending the 

scheme for at least one more year with enhanced support. 

Under the revised scheme, which will be in force until March 2022, exporters of specified 

farm products will be granted aid in the range of Rs 8,400 to Rs 35,700 for shipping out 

a normal container (20-foot long) of goods, depending on the destination. Earlier, this 

support was in the range of Rs 5,600 to Rs 23,800. Similarly, the assistance per 20-foot 

refrigerated container will range from Rs 18,375 to Rs 47,250. 

For exports by air, an aid of Rs 1.4-7 per kg will be extended. Earlier, it ranged from 70 

paise to Rs 3.5. 

The highest assistance will be for exports to South America and the lowest to Asean region 

(or Far East for refrigerated container), based on the proximity criterion. 

The TMA scheme, introduced in 

March 2019, was initially applicable 

for exports undertaken up to March 

31, 2020. Subsequently, it was 

extended up to March 31, 2021. 

The move is part of a series of short-

term and long-term measures being 

considered by the government to 

help exporters tide over a spurt in 

their shipping costs, which surged 

by over 300% in August from a year 

before. The Centre is also planning to encourage domestic companies to ramp up the 

production of containers, an acute shortage of which has accentuated the current crisis. 
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The crisis hits exporters at a time when they are striving to reap benefits of a resurgence 

in global demand for merchandise, and threatens the country’s ambitious $400-billion 

export target for FY22. 

Of course, shipping costs have gone through the roof across the globe and India isn’t an 

outlier. In fact, the costs in China have surged at a much faster pace than in India. 

However, given Beijing’s massive covert subsidies, the competitiveness of its exporters 

remains intact. So, the Indian government, too, must find ways to cushion the blow to 

them, domestic exporters said earlier. 

Farm exports have remained insulated from the havoc wrought by the pandemic. In the 

first four months of this fiscal, they grew by over 31% to almost $15 billion, even on a 

relatively unfavourable base. In FY21, despite Covid-induced supply disruptions in initial 

months, outbound shipments of farm commodities grew 17%, against a 7% drop in overall 

merchandise exports. 

Home 

Kharif: Dry weather seen dragging down cotton, groundnut output 

(Source: Prabhudatta Mishra, Financial Express, September 11, 2021) 

However, it might not be as bad as in kharif 2018-19, when output of cotton and groundnut 

had declined 15% and 29%, respectively, on-year, analysts said. 

Of 102.1 lakh tonne of groundnut produced in 2020-21 crop year (July-June), the kharif 

crop had about 84% share while the remaining harvest was from rabi season. 

Production of cotton and groundnut in the current kharif season is set to drop as dry 

weather in the first three months of the June-September monsoon season has dragged 

down sowing of these crops in Gujarat, the largest producing state, while lower acreages 

in other states has dimmed the chances of an overall recovery. 

However, it might not be as bad as in kharif 2018-19, when output of cotton and 

groundnut had declined 15% and 29%, respectively, on-year, analysts said. 

Assuming the current pan-India groundnut sowing area at about 49 lakh hectare as final 

acreage and average yield of last season’s 1.7 tonne/hectare, the production may be about 

83.3 lakh tonne in this kharif, 3% down from previous season. Of 102.1 lakh tonne of 

groundnut produced in 2020-21 crop year (July-June), the kharif crop had about 84% 

share while the remaining harvest was from rabi season. 

Cotton production may also fall by 9% to 322.5 lakh bales (one bale weighs 170 kg) on 

basis of 119.5 lakh hectare acreage and 2.7 bales/hectare yield. The target for this year is 
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370 lakh bales. The Union agriculture ministry is likely to release the first advance 

estimate of kharif crops output for 2021-22 in the third week of this month. 

Apart from Gujarat, groundnut acreage in other major producers like Andhra Pradesh, 

Rajasthan and Karnataka has also dropped from last-year’s area. Similarly, sowing area 

under cotton is also down (y-o-y) in Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and Haryana. 

The acreage of cotton in Gujarat has declined 1.3% to 22.5 lakh hectare and that of 

groundnut by 7.7% to 19.1 lakh hectare as on September 10 from their year-ago levels, 

official data of Gujarat show. Kharif sowing is almost over and there is little chance of 

improvement as per data received from all districts in the past few weeks, according to an 

official of the state government. 

The rainfall deficit in Gujarat was 50% during June-August and each month also had 

below normal precipitation. Some improvements were noticed in first week of September 

which had 98% above normal rains. The irrigated area under groundnut is only 12% and 

for cotton 59% in the state. 

“The production will definitely be lower as yield may be affected due to poor rainfall 

continuously for three months. However, a possible larger damage has been contained 

with the recent rains,” an agriculture scientist said, requesting anonymity as he did not 

want to be seen challenging the state government’s production estimates. 

Last month, Gujarat released its crop forecast for the state in which groundnut production 

was pegged marginally higher (0.2%) from previous year’s 39.86 lakh tonne while cotton 

output seen at 11% higher from previous year’s 72.7 lakh bales (one bale weighs 170 kg). 

On the other hand, oilseeds traders estimate groundnut production to be about 3% lower 

in the state. 

“The cottonseed prices are very high even as the crop is going to arrive in less than a 

month. This may be either due to a robust demand or expectation of a decline in crop,” 

said Bavish Patel, a trader of Rajkot. There has been a shift from groundnut to soyabean 

after the latter’s prices exponentially increased this year, Patel said. 

Soyabean prices in many places in Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra have crossed Rs 

10,000/quintal this year, which is a record. This compares with all India average of Rs 

3,904/quintal, marginally above minimum support price (MSP) of Rs 3,880, during key 

harvesting period October-December 2020. 

“Amid an expected lower than normal soyabean crop output for third consecutive year, 

the fall in groundnut production will be a temporary setback for the government’s oilseed 

mission. There may be several measures including import duty cut and stock holding 

limits to keep domestic prices from further increase,” said a former agriculture 
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commissioner. If cotton prices go up due to fall in production, it may help increase sowing 

area next year and motivate paddy farmers for diversification, he added. 

Home 

Fabindia considers raising up to $1 billion via initial public offer 

(Source: Business Standard, September 11, 2021) 

Fabindia, a retailer of artisan products and lifestyle items, is considering raising up to $1 

billion through an initial public offering (IPO), according to people in the know of the 

development 

Fabindia, a retailer of artisan products and lifestyle items, is considering raising up to 

USD 1 billion through an initial public offering (IPO), according to people in the know of 

the development. 

The company said it considers various capital-related options from time to time and take 

advice from its bankers. However, it declined to confirm the development. 

The company is believed to be in talks with several investment banks, including SBI 

Capital Markets, ICICI Securities and JPMorgan, to manage its IPO, said the industry 

people close to the development. 

Fabindia is expected to submit its draft IPO documents with markets regulator Sebi by 

the end of November, they added. 

The company is expected to seek a valuation of USD 2 billion and sell around 25-30 per 

cent stake through the IPO. 

Its existing shareholders, such as Azim Premji's private equity fund PremjiInvest, may 

sell partial stakes in the company. 

Infosys co-founder Nandan Nilekani and his wife Rohini Nilekani are also shareholders 

of the company. 

When contacted, a Fabindia Group spokesperson said, "The company considers various 

capital-related options from time to time. We also take advice from our bankers. At the 

right stage, we will discuss any plans with the board of directors and be guided by their 

decision. We have nothing further to comment on this subject at this stage." 

 

Established in 1960, Fabindia mainly sources its products from villages helping to 

provide and sustain rural employment in India. According to reports, they are currently 

produced by over 40,000 artisans and craftspeople across India. 

Home 

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/fabindia
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/fabindia
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/fabindia
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Inflation: Why is everything so expensive? 

(Source: Shwweta Punj, India Today, September 10, 2021)  

In India, inflation is not being driven by surging demand; it is being stoked by a mix of 

high oil prices, high fuel taxes and elevated raw material costs 

As India recovers from the economic damage caused by the pandemic, it is also fighting a 

persistent surge in inflation. As measured by the CPI (Consumer Price Index, which 

includes the cost of food, housing, clothing, transportation, medical care and education, 

among others), inflation has almost doubled since June 2019, from 3.18 per cent to 6.26 

per cent in June 2021. This was the second straight month in which inflation was above 

the RBI’s (Reserve Bank of India’s) targeted ceiling of 6 per cent, though it eased a bit in 

July to 5.59 per cent, a three-month low. 

 

Prices are up in every 

category, from food 

(specifically pulses and oil) 

to fuel and lighting. Food 

inflation was at 5.15 per 

cent in June, easing to 3.96 

per cent in July, while 

edible oils and fats saw 

34.78 per cent inflation in 

June and 32.53 per cent in 

July. (This category is very 

susceptible to 

international price swings 

because more than half of India’s demand for edible oil is met through imports.) Fuel and 

light inflation was at 12.68 per cent in June, easing to 12.38 per cent in July. Wholesale 
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Price Index (WPI) inflation calmed to 11.16 per cent in July (though for context, in July 

2020, WPI was -0.25 per cent.) 

n India, inflation is not being driven by surging demand or rising wages. A statement by 

the Union ministry of industry and commerce said the high rate of inflation in July 2021 

was primarily due to a low base effect and a rise in the prices of crude petroleum and 

natural gas, as well as of input materials like mineral oils, basic metals, food products, 

textiles, chemicals and chemical products, among others. 

D.K. Srivastava, chief policy advisor at EY India, says inflation is being fuelled by several 

factors. Supply side issues are one. Global crude prices are another. These have been 

compounded by India’s heavy indirect taxes. Global crude prices have nearly doubled over 

the past year and a half, with prices at nearly $70/ barrel, though by August 20, they were 

down again to $63.20. Meanwhile, the central government increased excise duty on petrol 

by 65 per cent and diesel by 101 per cent between March 2020 and May 2020. 

Rising prices add a twin burden—consumers lose purchasing power while manufacturers 

face higher input costs, which, in turn, jacks up prices. Elevated oil prices also translate 

into higher storage and transport costs. Dr Ajay Sahai, director general and CEO of the 

Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO), says several MSMEs working in the 

export sector have said it has become difficult to remain competitive. “We have seen huge 

increases in the import prices of inputs for textiles, engineering and plastics products,” he 

says. “That has affected competitiveness. For a lot of companies, the bottomline is under 

pressure.” 

In textiles, for instance, domestic industrial units are currently paying high prices for raw 

cotton, as a result of restrictions on the export of Chinese cotton. The prices of raw cotton 

and cotton yarn have jumped 100 per cent and 63 per cent just this year. Globally, 

commodity prices have been on a rise too—reportedly, energy commodity prices have 

increased by 55.4 per cent over the past six months, while non-energy commodity prices 

have gone up by 19.3 per cent. Agricultural commodity prices have risen 16 per cent, 

fertilisers by 30.2 per cent and metals and minerals by 25.1 per cent. Metals prices are 

elevated across the board—the prices of copper, aluminium, tin, nickel and zinc have gone 

up by 26.3 per cent, 19.2 per cent, 46.6 per cent, 25.1 per cent and 12.4 per cent. 

As input costs soar, with elevated fuel prices raising transport costs too, manufacturers 

have been forced to raise prices despite the stagnant demand. 

Large FMCG firms have already raised prices for the September quarter because of 

elevated input costs. The rise in the cost of palm oil, which touched record highs this year 

and is used in soaps, industrial baking and cosmetics, has prodded several companies to 

raise prices, including Britannia Industries and Godrej Consumer Products. Sources say 

input costs have gone up almost 25 per cent, while companies have increased prices by 5-
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10 per cent on average. Domestic freight costs have gone up by 8-9 per cent, while global 

freight charges have increased by nearly 20-30 per cent. Similarly, with the rising cost of 

key inputs such as steel, aluminium, rubber and copper, automakers have also resorted 

to raising prices. Maruti Suzuki India said as much in a statement, noting, “It has become 

imperative to pass on some impact of the [increased production cost] to customers.” 

Even as companies are forced to increase prices, India’s consumer confidence has 

dropped to a record low, according to a recent RBI survey. The index fell to 48.5 in May 

from 53.1 in March—100 is the level that divides pessimism from optimism. According to 

the survey, household spending has weakened, with essential spending also showing 

“signs of moderation, while non-essential spending contracts”. 

Some say the policy response to inflation has been overly cautious. However, the RBI’s 

Monetary Policy Committee has made clear its stand of supporting growth over 

controlling inflation. It explained this decision by citing the ‘sacrifice ratio’ of economic 

theory—a reduction in inflation can only be achieved by a reduction of growth; conversely, 

growth will be accompanied by inflation. The RBI estimates a 1 percentage point 

reduction in inflation costs about 1.5 to 2 per cent of GDP growth. “The government is 

concerned about inflation and is watching it—to make sure it does not [stay above] the 5-

5.5 per cent mark,” says Srivastava. “But [inflation] is also adding to its tax revenues. The 

government’s revenue position was languishing.” 

As a short-term measure to control inflation, the government, in July, reduced basic 

customs duty on imports of masur dal to zero and halved the Agriculture Infrastructure 

Development Cess on it to 10 per cent. It also reduced customs duty on crude palm oil 

from 35.75 per cent to 30.25 per cent and on refined palm oil from 49.5 per cent to 41.25 

per cent, to bring down the prices of edible oil. However, neither the Centre nor the states 

have budged on the fuel taxes issue, which keeps the price of fuel high, stoking inflation 

across the board. While an easing of supply-side pressures and oil prices could ease prices, 

what should worry the government is that inflationary expectations could set in, throttling 

the appetite to spend. This could turn out to be a bigger worry down the line, not only for 

the common man but also the economy at large—as well as the central bank and the 

government. 

Home 

IIP growth: India’s index of industrial production grows 11.5% in July 

(Source: Financial Express, September 11, 2021) 

However, consumer non-durables still trailed the pre-pandemic level by 8.3% despite the 

fact that it went up by 20.2% from a year before, aided by the base effect. 
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Mining, manufacturing and electricity recorded growth of 19.5%, 10.5% and 11.1%, 

respectively, albeit driven by favourable base effect. However, while mining rose 4.4% 

from the pre-pandemic level, both manufacturing and electricity dropped by 2.1% and 

8.3%, respectively. 

The index of industrial production (IIP) grew 11.5% in July, driven by a contracted base. 

However, the index substantially bridged the gap with the pre-pandemic level and 

remained only marginally lower than the July 2019 mark, suggesting a graded pick-up in 

industrial activities with the easing of curbs in key states as the second wave waned. 

Barring consumer durables, all other use-based categories rebounded to or above the pre-

Covid levels. Capital goods, a proxy for investment, rose 29.5% from a year before in July 

and returned to the pre-pandemic level, so did consumer non-durables (even though the 

latter dropped 1.5%, year on year, due to restocking after the first wave). However, 

consumer non-durables still trailed the pre-pandemic level by 8.3% despite the fact that 

it went up by 20.2% from a year before, aided by the base effect. 

Mining, manufacturing and electricity recorded growth of 19.5%, 10.5% and 11.1%, 

respectively, albeit driven by favourable base effect. However, while mining rose 4.4% 

from the pre-pandemic level, both manufacturing and electricity dropped by 2.1% and 

8.3%, respectively. 

Aditi Nayar, chief economist at ICRA, said the manufacturing index in July 2021 (130.9) 

was nearly as high as the level in October 2020 (132.0) during last year’s festive season, 

“which offers a glimpse into the strength of the revival after the second wave”. “With an 

expected uptick in mining, electricity and infrastructure/construction goods, amidst a 

weaker performance of the auto sector, we project the IIP growth to improve to 13-15% in 

August,” she forecast. 

Madan Sabnavis, chief economist at CARE Ratings, expected a higher growth rate in 

August, too. But from September onwards the base effect will get diluted sharply. “A 

critical part would be the expected revival in demand especially for consumer goods which 

will make firms build up stocks from August onwards,” Sabnavis said. 

Home 

Greaves Cotton forays into multi-brand EV retail; to set up first outlet in 

B'luru 

(Source: Economic Times, September 10, 2021) 

Greaves mobility business comprises Ampere Electric, which caters to both two-wheeler 

(e-scooter including high-speed scooter) and three-wheeler (e-rickshaw, e-auto and e-

loader) segments. 

https://www.financialexpress.com/market/stock-market/care-ratings-ltd-stock-price/
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Diversified group Greaves Cotton on Thursday said it is venturing into the multi-brand 

electric vehicle retail segment, and the first such outlet will come up in Bengaluru soon. 

 

Introduced under the brand name AutoEVMart, the platform serves as a marketplace for 

all EV products in the country -- offering two and three-wheelers, bicycles along with 

charging solutions and spares, among others, Greaves Cotton Managing Director and 

Group CEO Nagesh Basavanhalli said. 

Greaves mobility business comprises Ampere Electric, which caters to both two-wheeler 

(e-scooter including high-speed scooter) and three-wheeler (e-rickshaw, e-auto and e-

loader) segments. 

Within e-three wheelers, the company has a presence in e-rickshaws under the ELE brand 

and e-autos under the MLR brand.Between Ampere Electric and Greaves, there are more 

than 600 retail stores in over 400 cities. 

"These will be the first of its kind multi-brand retail stores for cleantech or electric 

mobility. We want to give the consumers a one-stop shop for EVs where they can choose 

from several electric brands in one place. 

"AutoEVmart is part of our larger strategy to create an EV ecosystem, which is built on 

wider choice, convenience and unique experience to consumers," Basavanhalli told PTI in 

an interaction. 

The company is planning to set up its first EV retail store in Bengaluru. 

 

"We will start first with Bangalore, which has come as an obvious choice for the city being 

more or less the EV capital of India. We will gauge the response from the first outlet and 

then will go to the other major EV cities in the country. When we launched a multi-brand 

service (under Greaves Care) a couple of years ago we saw a big response. So, based on 

the response, here we will move to other parts of the country as well," he said. 

 

He, however, said that the multi-brand EV retail stores network will be a little more 

exclusive. 

The announcement comes on World EV Day, which is observed on September 9 every 

year. 

 

The company's entry into the multi-brand EV retail segment comes in line with its 

ambitious campaign - 'Moving Billions With Greaves,' it said. 

The platform is a concept that will enable consumers with a wide range of electric vehicles 

to choose from Ampere Electric to other brands in the EV space, said a release. 

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/greaves
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/greaves+cotton+managing+director+and+group
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/greaves+cotton+managing+director+and+group
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/mlr
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/pti
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The company wants to emphasize the affordability and reliability aspect of EVs to enable 

consumers with smooth last-mile connectivity, it added. 

"We have demonstrated the capability that we can ramp up to 600 stores in very short 

order. So, if we need to and depending on how this first one (coming up at Bangalore) is 

received, we will ramp up. So, you can look at probably a handful to start with and from 

there expand it in a cluster format to other cities. 

"But it won't be as prolific as Graves-Ampere retail network," Basavanhalli said without 

divulging the investment that the company will make into the new business. 

 

He said Auto EVmarts will have a phygital format -offering services both offline and 

online. 

 

The platform will keep it limited only to two and three-wheelers partly because as much 

as 80 per of EVs in the country or mainly two-wheelers, which is a focus area for the 

company at present, he said. 

Home 

PLI scheme will boost textile exports, TEXPROCIL Chairman 

(Source: ANI News, September 10, 2021) 

The Union Cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently approved the 

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for notified products of man-made fibre 

apparel and 10 segments of technical textiles (/topic/technical-textiles) with a financial 

outlay of Rs 10,683 crore over five years. 

Welcoming the PLI scheme (/topic/pli-scheme), Manoj Patodia (/topic/manoj-patodia), 

Chairman of the Cotton Textiles Export Promotion Council (TEXPROCIL) said, "The PLI 

scheme (/topic/pli-scheme), which is a huge initiative taken by the Government, will 

boost the overall textile & clothing exports and also give a fillip to domestic 

manufacturing." 

The incentives under the scheme are based on the fulfilment of the prescribed minimum 

investment and turnover limits. The broad objectives of the scheme is to help Indian 

textile companies to become global champions and to regain India's dominance in global 

textiles trade (/topic/global-textiles-trade). 

The PLI scheme will encourage setting up of new domestic textiles companies or expand 

existing manufacturing companies which in turn will generate additional employment 

especially for women, according to the Chairman, TEXPROCIL. Under the scheme, 
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priority will be given for investment in Tier 3, Tier 4 towns and in rural areas. The 

Chairman, TEXPROCIL stated that PLI scheme (/topic/pli-scheme) will create a strong 

ecosystem for the development of textiles sector in different states such as UP, 

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Odisha etc which will 

ensure development of the textile sector throughout the country. 

The PLI scheme covers only those manufacturing companies that are registered in India. 

Patodia pointed out that the scheme will reduce dependence on imports and will make 

the textile sector AtmaNirbhar as per the vision of our Hon'ble Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi. The Chairman, TEXPROCIL extended his thanks to the Hon'ble Union Minister of 

Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution & Textiles, Piyush 

Goyal and the Hon'ble Minister of State for textiles Smt. Darshana Jardosh and the 

Ministry of Textiles for getting the Cabinet approval for the PLI scheme (/topic/pli-

scheme) for textiles. 

Home 

Gujarat: Study Reveals Fire Hazards, Unsafe Working Conditions Inside 

Textile Factories 

(Source: Abhishek Hari, The Wire, September 10, 2021) 

The report analyses the oversimplified portrayal of frequent industrial accidents in 

Gujarat. It also reveals the unsafe, inhumane, exploitative working conditions of factory 

workers. 

A study, ‘Looking Beyond Fire Extinguishers’, was recently published by Ajeevika Bureau, 

a non-profit organisation, on the issue of labour practices leading to fire accidents in 

Narole. It is a major hub for the famous textile and garment industry of Ahmedabad. The 

researchers found unsafe, inhumane and exploitative working conditions. 

The report explores the oversimplified portrayal of industrial accidents which are quite 

often reported from Gujarat. In the last two years, 322 industrial accidents have occurred 

in Gujarat. The frequency of such accidents highlights the lack of basic worker safety and 

compliance with workplace safety laws i.e. the Factories Act, 1948. 

Workers are aware of the involved risks to their lives but continue nonetheless, to fulfil 

their basic needs of food and shelter, the report found. The employers also know the 

consequences of their inaction. The factories were discovered to have hazardous working 

conditions such as exposure to dangerous substances, intense heat and dust pollution. 

The labour-intensive industry does not rely on advanced technology or a highly skilled 

workforce but on cheap labour provided by migrant workers, the study says. The workers’ 

https://www.aajeevika.org/assets/img/add-files/Report%20-%20LOOKING_BEYOND_FIRE_EXTINGUISHERS.pdf
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caste identities dictate their occupational roles and mobility within these units, the report 

notes, with SC and ST workers assigned to lower-level positions. 

All factories appear to have ‘visually’ catered to the notion of ‘fire safety’ by providing fire 

extinguishers and fire exits. However, a closer examination reveals that the factory floors 

are littered with fire hazards such as live wires, fabric dust, other combustible and 

flammable materials along with either blocked or non-functioning fire exits. 

This risk is further exacerbated by workers’ lack of training and familiarity with 

emergency protocols, the report says. Some of them are not even equipped enough to 

operate a fire extinguisher. Minor calamities daily have resulted in a widely held belief 

among workers that “risk is omnipresent”. 

The denial of safe and healthy working conditions to employees stems from the variety of 

factors in which employers shift responsibility for safety and health to the under-

equipped contractor and, eventually, the employee. Even regular employment in these 

factories may not always provide a solution to the problem of safety and abusive working 

conditions that limit worker’s ability to raise concerns, according to the researchers. 

Factories hire workers under a variety of contractual arrangements and pay them on a 

daily or piece-rate basis. Only 4% of the total surveyed workers employed in higher roles 

were on the payroll of the factories. The remaining 96% were recruited through casual 

contracts. 

According to the report, 12-hour work shifts are the norm while 40% of the surveyed 

workers agreed to have worked overtime including 24 hours without any break. In the 

report, an operator described an accident in which he became temporarily blind as a 

result of his floor master’s negligence in handling 

bleach.  Nonetheless, he chose not to report the incident in fear of 

Moreover, the workers are assigned to work with hazardous substances and processes 

with no prior training or protective equipment. This causes injuries and fatalities but 

rarely leads to legal action against the factories. The practice of using subcontractors and 

outsourcing work allows for blame-shifting and makes it difficult to identify non-

compliance on paper. 

Fires are also a common occurrence in factories and some of them have resulted in worker 

deaths. Workers are unable to negotiate safer working conditions because of the fear of 

reprisal, informal employment and limited knowledge of their organisation. All of this 

means that the workers are trapped alone, with the burden of ensuring their own safety. 

On February 8, 2020, a catastrophic fire broke out at Nandan Denim Limited’s factory, 

one of the largest in Narole during normal business hours. The workers were unable to 
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escape as a ‘ladder’ allowed access to the only single exit in the building because of which 

even the firefighters had a difficult time putting out the flames. 

To make matters worse, the factory’s packed fabricated shed structure, helping the fire to 

burn for 22 hours. As a result, seven workers died of burns and asphyxiation and many 

were severely injured. Since then, three more fire outbreaks have 

The investigation by the Forensic Science Laboratory and the Fire Department revealed 

serious flaws in such factories’ fire safety measures. These flaws included unsafe building 

design, no windows or ventilation, only one door for an entire building, obstructing exit 

passage, no fire alarm, insufficient fire-fighting equipment, and a lack of fireproofing. The 

NOC of certain factories were also expired and had not been renewed. 

The enforcement machinery established under the Factories Act of 1948 aims to prevent 

accidents and ensure safe and healthy working conditions for workers. However, as the 

study reveals, it appears to have been merely reduced to a paper clause, responding only 

to sensational events. Such negligence by the authorities results in tragic events which are 

then framed as exceptional cases to be pursued. 

Home 

'Manyavar' owner Vedant Fashions files IPO papers with Sebi 

(Source: Economic Times, September 10, 2021) 

The initial public offer (IPO) is purely an offer for sale of 36,364,838 equity shares by 

promoter and existing shareholders, according to the draft red herring prospectus 

(DRHP). 

Vedant Fashions Ltd, which owns ethnic wear brand Manyavar, has filed preliminary 

papers with capital markets regulator Sebi to raise funds through an initial share-sale. 

 

The initial public offer (IPO) is purely an offer for sale of 36,364,838 equity shares by 

promoter and existing shareholders, according to the draft red herring prospectus 

(DRHP). 

 

The OFS comprises sale of up to 1.74 crore shares by Rhine Holdings Ltd; up to 7.23 lakh 

shares by Kedaara Capital Alternative Investment Fund-Kedaara Capital AIF I; and up to 

1.81 crore shares by Ravi Modi Family Trust. The promoters of the company are Ravi 

Modi, Shilpi Modi and Ravi Modi Family Trust. 

Since the IPO is entirely an offer for sale, the company will not receive any proceeds from 

the public issue. Vedant Fashions' 'Manyavar' brand is a category leader in the branded 

https://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/ethnic+wear
https://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/manyavar
https://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/sebi
https://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/ipo
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Indian wedding and celebration wear market with presence across the country. The 

company's other brands include Twamev, Manthan, Mohey, and Mebaz. 

As of June 30, 2021, the company has an extensive retail network with 537 exclusive 

brand outlets (EBOs) including 55 shop-in-shops globally, including 12 overseas EBOs 

across the US, Canada and the UAE, which are countries with a large Indian diaspora. 

 

"We seek to grow our retail network and product reach by entering new geographies, 

including in Tier II and III towns and cities in India, as we believe that these markets offer 

significant growth opportunities for us," the company said in the draft papers. 

Axis Capital, Edelweiss Financial Services, ICICI Securities, IIFL Securities and Kotak 

Mahindra Capital are the book running lead managers to the issue. 

 

 

 

Home 

 

 

 

------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/retail
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GLOBAL 

Cambodia Would Benefit From Myanmar-Bangladesh Ties – OpEd 

(Source: Pathik Hasan, Eurasia Review, September 11, 2021) 

Myanmar is one of Bangladesh’s closest neighbors with historic connectivity going back 

centuries. The 271 km long Bangladesh-Myanmar border is very important for 

Bangladesh due to its strategic position, although at present the area is militarized due to 

its ongoing internal conflicts. Were this to be resolved, Bangladesh could develop routes 

via Myanmar to access China to the east, and other southeast Asian countries to the 

south.  

On the other hands, Cambodia is very closed to Myanmar geographically. Thailand isa 

neighboring state of Myanmar. Myanmar and Cambodia can be able to access in South 

Asia through Bangladesh. If Cambodia connects itself with Bangladesh-Myanmar-

Thailand-India connectivity project and Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar connectivity 

corridor through Thailand, Cambodia would benefit. A huge potential is waiting for 

Cambodia. If the two projects can be implemented truly, Cambodia will be gainer in this 

regard. Bangladesh-Myanmar improved ties is very needed in this regard. Cambodia is a 

very friendly country to both Myanmar and Bangladesh  

Myanmar can also use Bangladesh as a transportation route to reach markets such as 

Nepal, Bhutan, and India. Both Bangladesh and Myanmar are members of the Bay of 

Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), an 

organization consisting of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and 

Thailand that seeks to foster regional and economic cooperation. Cambodia can and 

should join BIMSTEC to utilize the benefits. 

Bangladesh is a Southeast Asian country and can be used as an important hub to connect 

ASEAN and the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).  members 

of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka is 

difficult. Myanmar too, as an ASEAN member, can access the SAARC free-trade bloc 

through Bangladesh. Such a way, Cambodia would benefit economically to boost up their 

trade ties. Cambodia will be able to ensure its maximum business interest. Cambodia can 

access into the market of India, Nepal, Bhutan, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and 

Central Asia easily. 

Myanmar and Bangladesh have also resolved a dispute over their maritime borders 

through the International Court of Justice. As a result, the rights of Bangladesh have been 

established in an area of 1,11,000 square kilometers. Myanmar’s waters have also been 

properly identified. Bangladesh-Myanmar-Cambodia has potential to invest in maritime 

business in the Bay of Bengal. These countries should utilize and extract the maritime 

https://www.india-briefing.com/news/accessing-south-asian-markets-from-indias-saarc-free-trade-membership-other-trade-agreements-22531.html/?hilite=%2527SAARC%2527
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resource from the maritime zone. Blue economy can bring benefit for Bangladesh-

Myanmar-Cambodia also. 

The proposed construction of the Asian Highway, funded by the Asian Development Bank 

can increase land connectivity between the two countries and increase trade in products 

such as fertilizers, plastics, cement, and furniture, etc. Cambodia should join the project 

to ensure its maximum business interest. 

Myanmar and Cambodia which at present does have sophisticated manufacturing, can 

import electronics and pharmaceutical products that are readily produced from 

Bangladesh and benefit from the technology transfer. Bangladesh-Myanmar-Cambodia 

has potential of rice and fishery production. Trilateral effort is very needed here. 

Bangladeshi medicines, agricultural products garments, footwear and leather goods, 

knitwear, pharmaceuticals, tableware, home textiles, textiles, seafood and marine 

products, tea, potatoes, jute and jute products, light engineering products, spices, 

cosmetics and ceramics, Toilets, etc. can be exported easily to Cambodia through 

Myanmar and Thailand. On the other hands. Cambodia mainly exports cotton, edible oil, 

fertilizer, cleaner, staple fiber, yarn, etc. to Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh and Cambodia cooperate in various fields. According to Bangladeshi media 

outlets,  In 2010, the two countries agreed to set up a joint commission for bilateral 

cooperation between the foreign ministries. In 2013, they signed a visa waiver agreement 

for holders of diplomatic passports. Bangladesh has expressed interest in hiring 

Cambodian human resource development teachers. In 2014, a joint commission was set 

up to explore new areas of cooperation between the two countries. An agreement was 

signed to strengthen existing cooperation. In 2014, an agreement on cultural cooperation 

was signed between Bangladesh and Cambodia. The signed 10 deals in 2017 are expected 

to enhance bilateral ties and strengthen economic cooperation between the two 

developing countries. 

Bangladesh has proposed a long-term land cultivation agreement for farms in Cambodia 

by Bangladeshi nationals. Bangladesh is keen to sign a long-term rice import agreement 

with Cambodia. Bangladesh Cambodian students have been awarded scholarships by 

Bangladesh Agricultural University. The two countries jointly conduct agricultural 

research. In 2014, Bangladesh and Cambodia signed an agreement for scientific and 

technological cooperation in the agricultural sector. 

China is now the biggest investor in Myanmar. China has invested over US$3 billion since 

the 2016-2017 fiscal year. One of the most strategic components of these investments is 

the US$1.3 billion Kyaukphyu deep seaport, which when completed, can provide China’s 

Yunnan province a shortcut to the Indian Ocean. Cambodia can extract some benefits 

from the investments for its own gain. 
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The country’s biggest economic advantage for Myanmar is that they are a member of 

ASEAN. ASEAN controls about 24 percent of total world trade and its share in world trade 

is growing yearly. ASEAN’s trade relations with China, Japan, and South Korea are 

deepening due to the increase in trade and the upcoming RCEP agreement. ASEAN 

countries account for more than 50 percent of total trade between themselves and these 

three countries.  

Bangladesh is keen to provide assistance to Myanmar. Covid-19 vaccine distribution and 

counter-terrorism training are some areas for cooperation. The Rohingya refugee 

problem has, however, created some tension between the two countries, and find the 

solution can serve the longer-term interests of Bangladesh and Myanmar even Thailand 

and Cambodia also. Myanmar and Bangladesh should solve this problem to serve its own 

and reginal interest. Myanmar should understand that it is the issue of the region. Whole 

South Asia and South East Asia may be volatile and unstable for this problem.  

Cambodia can play a very significant role in this regard. Cambodia can mediate to bolster 

the strained relations between Bangladesh-Myanmar. Cambodia can paly to repatriate 

the Rohingyas in Rakhine in Myanmar. Cambodia can easily solve the problem because it 

has a very good relations with Myanmar. 

However, the three countries can also increase production in the agricultural sector 

through joint ventures. Apart from adopting joint investment projects, Bangladesh can 

increase imports of various agricultural products including pulses, spices, fish and rice. 

Thus, enhancing trilateral relations could contribute to the growth of trade and 

investment relations with ASEAN and BIMSTEC countries. This will create an 

opportunity to solve the Rohingya problem and stop militant activities. Therefore, 

Myanmar should take effective steps to strengthen bilateral relations to connect the South 

East Asia with South Asia. Cambodia should play an effective role to motivate Myanmar 

to bolster ties with Bangladesh. Benefit is waiting not only for Myanmar but also for 

Cambodia. 

*Pathik Hasan is a Dhaka based NGO worker, freelance writer. 

Home 

PM says there’s need to check wide import-export gap 

(Source: Brecorder, September 11, 2021) 

Prime Minister Imran Khan has directed the Commerce Division to submit the Strategic 

Export Framework for approval in the next two weeks as there is an urgent need of taking 

immediate measures to lessen the gap between imports and exports. 
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The prime minister directed this, while chairing a meeting to review various steps taken 

by the government to increase the country’s exports. 

The meeting was informed that a total increase of $30 billion is possible in the current 

volume of exports and this could be achieved by focusing on 19 products, including IT, 

textiles, medicine, poultry, rice, vegetables, fruits, leather, salt, marble, and surgical 

instruments to increase the country’s exports. 

The meeting was informed by the Commerce Division that consultations with 

stakeholders, including industrialists, exporters, and concerned government agencies is 

underway. 

The prime minister stressed that as all economic indicators are moving in a positive 

direction; however, there is a need for urgent steps to reduce the gap between imports 

and exports. 

He further stated that the government is creating facilities for exporters, and directed that 

targets should be set for Pakistan’s trade and investment officers stationed abroad in 

terms of increasing exports. 

He said that the diversification of markets and products is a priority of the government to 

increase Pakistan’s exports. The prime minister added that providing a conducive 

environment and business-friendly policies to the business community is a government 

priority. 

He said that the government has been pursuing a policy of formulating policies in 

consultation with the business community and a strong partnership between the 

government and the industry would be continued. 

The prime minister further stated that the government has been following the policy of 

providing all possible facilities to the business community, the expects the business 

community to take full advantage of these opportunities and fully support the government 

in stabilising the country’s economy. 

The meeting was attended by National Security Advisor Dr Moeed Yousaf, Special 

Assistant Dr Shahbaz Gill, secretaries of Commerce Division and Energy Division as well 

as other senior officials. 

Home 
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Smart wearable technologies make the difference in logistics 

(Source: Daily Sabah, September 10, 2021) 

The search for alternatives to China has resulted in more attractive investments in 

Turkey’s production and logistics technology startups, which are boosting efforts to put 

efficient and flawless instruments at our disposal 

he coronavirus pandemic has triggered major interest in production-oriented initiatives 

operating in multiple areas, from textile and automotive to the health industry. Soaring 

costs in China, a bulky production structure and increasing risks have prompted 

European companies to turn to Turkey. 

Now the use of wearable technologies that work with minimal error in manufacturing and 

in the logistics sector is also increasing. 

Turkey’s only industrial smart wearable technology brand in the world, Thread In Motion 

(TIM), has launched the TIM Partners program. 

The program aims to provide perfect end-to-end service to Thread In Motion’s existing 

operating regions and new target markets. The company’s first Diamond Partner in 

Turkey has become the country’s leading traceability integrator Vector. 

To address the expectations of Industry 4.0, TIM's integration partnerships harness 

mutual hardware and software knowledge to help organizations easily combine legacy 

systems with new mobile tools and Internet of Things (IoT) wearables. 

Smart gloves 

“We are very excited to have fully implemented the partnership structure that has been 

on our agenda for a long time,” said Thread In Motion founding partner and CEO Kadir 

Demircioğlu while evaluating the program. 

“We are bringing a whole new breath to the well-known channel sales order; aside from 

the rights of our partner companies at home or abroad, we will reward employees who 

sell in accordance with our ‘human first’ philosophy,” Demircioğlu noted. 

In addition, he stated that their “smart gloves,” which he said were unbeatable in the 

market, “make our business partners stand out from the competition, and I can say that 

this is one of the best feedback we have received.” 

TIM smart gloves can be used in different industries and scaled to the volume of use. 

Many global companies in different sectors use Thread In Motion’s technology in 

operational processes. 
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Business associates program 

As part of the TIM Partners program, Thread in Motion offers its partners four different 

models: Diamond, Platinum, Gold and Silver. Each model has specific minimum 

requirements, different percentages of entitlements and various other advantages to 

make it easier for the partner to achieve their goals. 

Thread In Motion Channel and Partner Program Manager Gökhan Barlak said the 

business partnership structure that has developed with players abroad, including 

Romania, the Netherlands, Germany, Spain, Portugal, South Korea, India and Brazil has 

matured over the last year and has turned into the TIM Partners program and has started 

to be applied in global markets together with Turkey. 

Industry 4.0 achievements 

The first Diamond Partner of Thread In Motion in Turkey, Vector, is accelerating and 

trying to make flawless the logistics procedures of customers with the smart gloves, its 

CEO said. “Since the day we set out, we have started to transform the sector with Thread 

In Motion, which has extended us support at every point. Both we and our customers are 

very satisfied, our goal is to bring the whole market together with Industry 4.0 

achievements," Halit Erol Şengünler said. 

Home 

Researchers develop yarn that can detect temperature and generate power 

(Source:  Sam Brown, Electro Pages, September 10, 2021) 

Recently, researchers from the UK and Netherlands developed yarn to generate power, 

detect temperature differences, and measure strain. What challenges do wearable sensors 

face, how did the researchers develop their yarn, and what applications could it be used 

in? 

What challenges do wearable sensors face? 

Modern wearable electronics have started to increase in popularity, with most taking the 

form of a watch-like device. While these devices can provide conveniences such as text 

messaging, browsing, and alerts, they are generally bulky and nowhere near as 

comfortable as clothing. The main limiting factor behind modern wearable electronics is 

that electronic components are ridged by nature. Since anything ridged cannot flex or 

bend, anything built using ridged parts will also be inherent ridged (or at least partly). For 

wearable electronics to become genuinely wearable, they need to be constructed entirely 

from flexible components. Research into such components is widespread, and there have 

already been some significant achievements. For example, PragmatIC is a UK-based 

https://www.electropages.com/blog/2021/09/researchers-develop-recyclable-wearable-electronic-device
https://www.electropages.com/blog/2021/06/samsung-develop-flexible-oled-display-wearable-devices
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semiconductor manufacturer that has successfully created a flexible ARM core. However, 

the core is still in its early stages and wastes large amounts of energy due to using NMOS 

circuitry. 

Sensors are another area that wearable electronics will be heavily reliant on. Wearable 

sensors can give great insight into personal health and statistics, and sensors that can be 

comfortably worn without the user knowing will be highly advantageous. However, most 

sensors rely on inflexible technologies, just like electronic components, which are often 

bulky. 

Researchers develop wearable yarn 

Recently, researchers from the UK and Netherlands have developed a yarn that can be 

woven into textiles and provide various functions, including power generation, 

temperature sensing, and mechanical stress measurements. 

The fibres are made using a commercially available yarn called Lycra covered in a 

conductive copolymer poly(3,4-ethylene dioxythiophene) polystyrene sulfonate 

(PEDOT:PSS). This covering gives the yarn its ability to measure temperature, detect 

strain, and generate power. 

The ability to measure mechanical stress was discovered when the researchers subjected 

the yarn to high amounts of strain. This caused the formation of cracks throughout the 

copolymer, and it is these cracks that increase the surface area of the copolymer, giving it 

the ability to measure strain. 

While the yarn can measure temperature, this measurement is based on 

thermoelectricity. As such, the yarn can only detect temperature differences as opposed 

to absolute temperature. While this may seem like a disadvantage, it enables the yarn to 

produce electricity when used in reverse. The researchers estimated that 1800 strands of 

fibre woven into a glove could provide enough power for basic electronics. As such, the 

temperature difference between the user’s body and the ambient environment could 

potentially power future devices. 

What is the potential application for such sensors? 

One potential application for such textiles would be predictive diagnostics. Simply put, a 

user could wear a medical vest that monitors the temperature, stress, and general 

movement. This data is passed to an AI that looks for anomalous data while also being 

compared to online databases of freely available medical data. From there, the AI could 

spot certain conditions before they become a problem (such as dementia and 

Alzheimer’s), thereby giving patients more time to act. Another use for such sensors 

would be the health monitoring of individuals in dangerous environments (such as mines 

and oil rigs). Any deviation in normal working conditions such as toxic environments or 

https://physicsworld.com/a/self-powered-wearable-yarns-can-sense-temperature-and-mechanical-strain/
https://physicsworld.com/a/self-powered-wearable-yarns-can-sense-temperature-and-mechanical-strain/
https://www.electropages.com/blog/2021/04/wearable-technology-could-help-prevent-head-trauma
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structural failure would be easily detected on a vest-worn device, which could trigger an 

alarm for those at a control centre. 

It is unlikely that such yarn would ever provide power (as TEGs have such low efficiencies 

and require high-temperature difference), but its ability to be woven into textiles while 

providing the temperature and mechanical strain readings is highly advantageous. 

Home 

New logistics hub for CMYUK 

(Source: Innovation in Textiles, September 10, 2021)  

Providing the capacity to off-load six containers a day, equating to 3,000 rolls or 162 tons 

of rolled materials. 

CMYUK has opened a major new UK logistics distribution hub situated at Bloxwich, 

Walsall, just minutes from Junction 10 of the M6 motorway.  

This new 50,000 square feet warehouse is ideally suited for the storage and distribution 

of roll-to-roll media  up to five metres wide. Capable of holding up to £15 million worth 

of stock, it consolidates CMYUK’s existing warehousing into a single sizeable central UK 

location that will offer an enhanced level of delivery and customer service. 

“The new hub allows us to service customers with greater choice, and enables us to be 

more efficient with our stock handling,” said Jon Price, CMYUK’s finance and operations 

director. “It is something we’ve been planning for over two years. Driven by the continued 

growth of our sustainable materials portfolio, we required a location that could logistically 

service the UK better and faster  than our previous two warehouses in Berkshire. We will 

be introducing later shut off ordering times for next day and same day deliveries to all 

major nationwide locations.” The purpose-built facility has three standard level access 

areas and two dock level loading bays, which provides the capacity to off-load six 

containers a day, equating to 3,000 rolls or 162 tons of rolled materials. 

“As we work with our logistics partners to establish collection points later in the day and 

into the evening, this will naturally lend itself to a double shift pattern that will greatly 

enhance the flexibility and service to our customers,” said Brad Styles, CMYUK Group 

Operations Manager.   

The distribution hub houses a dedicated collection point, where customers who have pre-

ordered inks and materials online can use their own transport for same day collections. 

“Our click and collect service is something we’ve been wanting to do for some time but we 

needed the right location and premises to be able to offer this. We have a number of big 

customers in the Midlands and surrounding areas who will find this very useful,” said 

Styles. 

https://www.electropages.com/blog/2021/08/sweat-powered-battery-wearable
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The facility also includes an in-house slitter for materials conversion to shorter widths, 

and any offcuts from here will be repurposed for use by different departments within the 

group. 

The CMYUK logistics distribution hub is in operation now. 

Home 

Why the future of textiles is collaborative 

(Source: MIT, September 10, 2021) 

How-to manual from MIT and the Fashion Institute of Technology codifies successful 

textiles partnership between designers, engineers. 

When MIT and the Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) joined forces to advance textile 

research and to develop and employ sustainable fabrics of the future, they found that their 

work was so synergistic that they were compelled to write an instruction manual about 

their multi-year partnership so that other organizations could replicate their process and 

benefit from their work. 

“Transdisciplinary Innovation Playbook: How to build a virtual workshop that collapses 

walls between design and engineering and kick-starts collaboration to solve real world 

problems” codifies the partnership between MIT, FIT, and the Advanced Functional 

Fabrics of America (AFFOA), which supported the work, into something of a template 

that other institutions can follow in order to develop their own innovative programs. 

The playbook — based around MIT and FIT’s design and engineering synergy — is a model 

for successfully embarking on innovative partnerships. The manual offers step-by-step 

considerations for how to build interdisciplinary workshops that prepare students to 

think beyond their specializations and to tackle real-world problems together. It covers 

how to find an industry partner and what matters in a successful partnership, how to build 

an effective challenge, how to recruit faculty, how to plan a budget, and how to create a 

curriculum. “Use our story to write your own,” the playbook encourages. 

Multiyear partnership 

In 2017, after a meeting between FIT President Joyce F. Brown and MIT President L. 

Rafael Reif, Joanne Arbuckle, former deputy to the president for industry partnerships 

and collaborative programs at FIT, and Gregory C. Rutledge, the Lammot du Pont 

Professor in Chemical Engineering at MIT, created a plan to build a bridge between design 

and engineering — and to help boost the textile industry along the way. 

How and why might their two missions merge? MIT scientists are advancing textile 

research that could change the world, while FIT designers, long renowned for their 

https://www.fitnyc.edu/
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creativity, are developing the sustainable fabrics of the future. The overlapping synergies 

seemed destined for collaboration. What unexpected discoveries might occur if these 

students worked together? FIT and MIT wanted to find out and approached AFFOA to 

help realize this vision. The playbook is an outgrowth of the resulting multiyear 

partnership. Since 2018, students from each institution have participated in three 

workshops during which they gather in small teams to develop product concepts 

exploring the use of advanced fibers and fabric technology. The workshops — which have 

pivoted to a remote experience since the Covid-19 pandemic — have been held 

collaboratively with AFFOA. AFFOA is a Cambridge, Massachusetts–based nonprofit 

public-private partnership whose mission is to rekindle the domestic textiles industry by 

leading a nationwide enterprise for advanced fiber and fabric technology development 

and manufacturing, enabling revolutionary system capabilities for national security and 

commercial markets. A key part of AFFOA’s mission is to inspire, prepare, and grow the 

next-generation workforce for the advanced fiber and fabric industry. 

Part of the students’ work has been the opportunity to respond to a project challenge 

posed by footwear and apparel manufacturer New Balance, a member of the AFFOA 

network. Students spent their first week in Cambridge learning new technologies at MIT 

and the second at FIT, working on projects and prototypes. 

“Collaboration and teamwork are DNA-level attributes of the New Balance workplace,” 

says Chris Wawrousek, senior creative design lead in the New Balance Innovation Studio. 

“We were very excited to participate in the program from a multitude of perspectives. The 

program allowed us to see some of the emerging research in the field of technical textiles. 

In some cases, these technologies are still very nascent, but give us a window into future 

developments.” 

Many ideas 

Over the years, teams of students have developed innovative and forward-thinking 

projects that have moved the needle on design and technology. A few examples of the 

teams are: 

• Team Natural Futurism, which presented a concept to develop a biodegradable 

lifestyle shoe using natural material alternatives, including bacterial cellulose and 

mycelium, and advanced fiber concepts to avoid use of chemical dyes; 

• Team CoMIT to Safety Before ProFIT, which explored the various ways that 

runners get hurt, sometimes from acute injuries but more often from overuse; 

• Team Peacock, which prototyped athletic apparel with color-changing material to 

highlight an athlete's movement and quickly analyze motion through an app; 

https://news.mit.edu/2019/mit-and-fit-join-forces-create-innovative-textiles-0717
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• Team Ecollab, which designed apparel and footwear using PE (polyethylene) and 

color changing material that is multifaceted and environmentally conscious; and 

• Team Laboratory 56, which created footwear to enhance longevity of product and 

reduce waste using PE, while connecting with the community through a recycling 

app program. 

“We’re excited to see how the release of this playbook opens up the minds of students 

across the country to the possibility of working in an interdisciplinary environment, and 

in advanced textiles. We see a continuing need for a workforce that is agile, innovative, 

and able to apply higher-order thinking to develop the future of the industry, and believe 

this playbook will play a part in that development,” says Sasha Stolyarov, CEO of AFFOA. 

“These kinds of partnerships are so valuable for both teams — the design students get to 

work in a team environment engaging in the latest technologies, while the engineering 

students use their creativity in a new way,” says Arbuckle. “So if the MIT/FIT 

collaboration can be a model for other institutions to do something similar, then these 

kinds of interactions and the invention of products they create together can help define 

our future.” 

“When designers and engineers come together and open their minds to creating new 

technologies that ultimately will impact the world, we can imagine exciting new multi-

material fibers that reveal a new spectrum of applications,” says Yuly Fuentes, MIT 

Materials Research Laboratory project manager for fiber technologies. “Being able to 

share what we’ve learned through this playbook brings this process to a different level and 

makes it possible that this kind of thinking will become more widespread.” 
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