




th
 CHAIRMAN'S SPEECH AT THE 64  ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING

th29  September 2022

 

Past Chairmen of CITI, my colleagues Deputy Chairman, 
Shri Rakesh Mehra Ji, and Vice Chairman, Shri Ashwin 
Chandran Ji, esteemed members of the Committee of 
CITI, Representatives of the Member Associations, 
Associate Members, Affiliate Members of CITI, Senior 
Industrialists from the Indian Textile & Clothing Industry, 
Invitees, Distinguished Guests, Ladies And Gentlemen.

th
It gives me great pleasure welcoming you all to the 64  
Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Confederation of 
Indian Textile Industry (CITI). 

While 2020-21 was a year of challenges, the year 2021-22 
was one of demonstrating resilience and leveraging new 
opportunities. The vision and direction for this was set by 
our visionary Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra 
Modi Ji through the nation-wide drive to achieve the target 
of US$ 400 billion worth merchandise exports during 
2021-22. Textiles was destined to play a key role in it, to 
which the sector responded with dedication and 
commitment.

The clarion call for setting new benchmarks was 
supplemented through the dynamic leadership of Hon'ble 
Union Minister of Textiles, Commerce & Industry, 
Consumer Affairs and Food & Public Distribution, Shri 
Piyush Goyal Ji and his team at the Ministry of Textiles and 
Commerce through detailed product and market level 
strategies and regular engagement with stakeholders of 
different industry verticals. It helped India record its 
highest-ever merchandise exports of about US$ 422 bn. 
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during 2021-22. It was about 44% higher than the exports 
of US$ 292 bn. achieved during 2020-21. 

It gives me immense pleasure to place on record that 
during 2021-22, Indian Textile & Apparel Industry also 
recorded its highest-ever exports of US$ 43.4 bn (HSN 50 
to 63) which was about 41% higher than the exports of US$ 
30.9 bn achieved during 2020-21.

With India showing the world its inherited strength and 
tremendous potential in Textile & Apparel production, the 
year 2021-22 also marked the beginning of an era of 
exponential growth and dominance in the global trade. 
However,  the  changing global  market  and i ts 
requirements call for strengthening policy support for 
areas that need strengthening for improving India's 
competitiveness. Continuation of the RoSCTL Scheme for 
Apparel and Made-ups, implementation of the RODTEP 
Scheme for other textile products, the PLI Scheme for 
creating capacities in products with larger global share and 
trade potential and the PM MITRA aimed at providing 
world-class infrastructure support for new investments 
have provided the right impetus to the industry for 
enhancing scale of operations and work towards becoming 
global champions. I would like to thank the Hon'ble 
Minister of Textiles for the much-needed support for 
enhancing investment and competitiveness and India's 
share in the global textile trade.
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Signing of Foreign Trade Agreements (FTAs) for 
the Growth of Indian Textile Exports

Indian Textile & Apparel Industry is looking forward to 
signing FTAs with the leading Textile & Apparel markets to 
have a level-playing field with our competitors through 
duty-free access to these markets. The Government has 
signed three ambitious trade pacts with Mauritius, the 
UAE and Australia in the last one year and also fast-
tracking FTA negotiations with EU, UK, Canada, and GCC 
countries. However, the industry is aware that the FTAs 
are a facilitating factor only. The T&A Industry has to align 
to the specific requirements of these markets, not just in 
terms of quality and pricing, but also the various emerging 
social and environmental requirements to improve its 
access into these markets and gain the intended market 
share and other trade gains. CITI has been working 
towards greater awareness creation of the industry 
towards these requirements on the one hand as also 
providing the required policy and facilitation inputs to the 
government during the various consultations on the 
ongoing FTAs. I request the industry to avail these new 
opportunities and share your suggestions and feedback 
with CITI so that the textile industry at large can optimally 
leverage these opportunities. 

It is also heartening to note that India has become the 5th 
largest economy in the world, surpassing the United 
Kingdom, making it one of the fastest growing economies 
in the world. During April-June quarter of 2022-23, 
India's economy has grown by 13.5%. I am extremely sure 
that under the able and dynamic leadership of our Hon'ble 
Union Minister of Textiles, Indian T&A Industry will 
surely achieve the market size of US$ 350 bn, including 
US$ 100 bn exports by 2025-26.
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Roll Back of Hike in GST Rate on Textile Value 
Chain

In order to address the issue of the Inverted Duty Structure 
of MMF Textile Value chain, the GST Council, headed by 
the Hon'ble Union Minister of Finance, Smt. Nirmala 
Sitharaman notified uniform Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) rate at 12% on Man Made Fibre (MMF), MMF Yarn, 
MMF Fabrics, and Apparel which was to come into effect 
from 1st January 2022. Recognising the adverse impact of 
this on the overall industry, CITI along with other industry 
associations, on a war footing, took up the matter with the 
Ministry of Textiles and the Ministry of Finance and as a 
result of the efforts, GST Council unanimously decided to 
defer the hike in the GST rate on textile from 5% to 12%. I, 
once again, thank the Hon'ble Union Minister of Textiles 
and Hon'ble Union Minister of Finance and other 
concerned officials for extending their full-fledged support 
in this regard and reiterate our request for addressing the 
duty inversion in the MMF value chain.

Continuation of Interest Equalization Scheme for 
the Textile Industry

The Interest Equalization Scheme (IES) of Government 
extends 3% interest subsidy on the Pre-shipment and 
Post-shipment Rupee Export Credit to the eligible 
exporters which is very helpful in reducing the interest 
rates on export finance for the exporters. However, after 
receiving two extensions, the Scheme lapsed in September 
30, 2021. Keeping in the view, the interest of the T&A 
Industry, CITI made a humble request to the Hon'ble 
Union Minister of Textiles to send recommendation to the 
Hon'ble Union Minister of Finance for the extension of the 
Interest Equalization Scheme (IES). As a result of our 
efforts and industry associations' persuasion, the 
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Government has extended IES till March 31, 2024 with 
effect from October 01, 2021. I am extremely grateful to the 
Hon'ble Union Minister of Textiles and the Hon'ble Union 
Minister of Finance for positively considering our request.

Addressal of Raw Material Issue in the Cotton 
Textile Value Chain – Formation of Textile 
Advisory Group

Post Covid-19 pandemic, the demand for textile & apparel 
items witnessed a significant jump. However, during the 
same year, India's production of cotton (2021-22) was 
projected to be around 11% lower than the previous cotton 
season 2020-21. This gap in demand-supply led to a huge 
price volatility throughout the year which severely 
impacted the Textile & Apparel Sector. In order to control 
the situation, the Ministry of Textiles advised CITI to 
mediate with the textile value chain so that concerns and 
interest of all the stakeholders could be looked into in a 
balanced manner. 

On the advice of the Hon'ble Union Minister of Textiles, I 
personally initiated such discussions  and held various 
rounds of meetings with the stakeholders and apprised 
them about the demand-supply gap which prevailed in the 
industry due to low production of cotton and price 
speculation by the cotton traders/ MNCs which had 
availability of easy funds from the external sources. I also 
apprised the stakeholders that unprecedented rise in the 
cotton prices subsequently increase the cotton yarn price 
which accounts for a substantial portion in the cost of 
cotton yarn. I also held meetings with the Hon'ble Union 
Minister of Textiles, Textile Secretary and other concerned 
Ministers to apprise them about the situation on ground, 
from time to time, and requested the Hon'ble Minister to 
allow free market operations as banning of cotton exports 
will have adverse effects on the cotton textile value chain. 
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In order to ease the availability of cotton in the domestic 
market, Members of National Committee on Textiles and 
Clothing (NCTC), including CITI made representations to 
the Hon'ble Union Minister of Textiles, Hon'ble Union 
Minister of Finance, Hon'ble Union Minister of 
Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare for the removal the 10% 
import duty on cotton. On industry's consistent request, 
the Ministry of Finance temporarily exempted 10% import 
duty on cotton till September 30, 2022 which further got 
extended till October 31, 2022. I thank the Government for 
accepting our humble request though it's just a temporary 
relief. CITI is continuing with its efforts now for 
permanently removing import duty on cotton, as it has 
negligible impact on farmers welfare and revenue forgone 
but adversely impacts the larger interest of the entire 
textile industry. I do hope that the Government will listen 
to our plea positively.

The Government is now stressing on a collaborative 
approach among the industry and the Government on a 
PPP mode to work towards improving the quality, 
productivity and branding of Indian cotton. I am happy to 
share that the Hon'ble Union Minister of Textiles has 
recently formed a Textile Advisory Group (TAG) under the 
Chairmanship of Shri Suresh Kotak, Chairman, Kotak 
Ginning & Pressing Industries Ltd. and Corporate 
Member of CITI. TAG has representation from the 
Ministry of Textiles, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' 
Welfare, Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Office of the 
Textile Commissioner, The Cotton Corporation of India 
Ltd., ICAR, CIRCOT and industry stakeholders. TAG is 
working in its full capacity to deal with the various 
underlying issues of the Indian cotton value chain.

To further enhance the cotton productivity in the country 
and to augment the cotton supply, I have also been 
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entrusted to lead the Supply Augmentation Group (SAG) 
to explore avenues on the domestic as well as international 
front to improve the cotton supply. The group had worked 
hard in improving access to imported cotton to augment 
the prevailing gap in cotton supply.

The consultations had highlighted the need for efforts 
towards productivity enhancement, improving farming 
practices, improving availability of better seeds to farmers, 
irrigation facilities and branding for better value 
realisation of Indian cotton in the global markets. The 
Hon'ble Union Minister of Textiles asked CITI to submit a 
Master Plan for the development of the cotton economy, 
addressing some of these issues, which has been prepared 
and submitted to the Government. CITI has proposed to 
take up cotton development activities in almost all the 
major cotton-producing states through its extension arm 
CITI-CDRA along with support from SIMA-CDRA. I thank 
TEXPROCIL and SIMA for the support provided towards 
development of this master plan which is presently under 
review. 

CITI has also been part of the consultations for improving 
the branding of the Indian Cotton - Kasturi. Creation of a 
fund for development and promotion of high-quality 
Indian cotton and the role of industry and institutions 
supporting the proposed activities under this project are 
being discussed and finalised.

New Schemes in the offing for the textile industry

Apart from taking up various other issues/ suggestions 
with the Government, CITI has also submitted its 
suggestions to the Ministry of Textiles for a new version of 
the Technology Up gradation Fund Scheme (TUFS) as 
ATUFS got expired on 31st March 2022. Besides this, CITI 
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has also submitted its suggestions for PLI 2.0 to ensure 
greater participation and feasibility of the performance 
criteria as under the scheme. I am happy to share with you 
all that Government is actively working on the proposals 
and the announcement of both the schemes are expected 
shortly. 

CITI's Nomination in PSAC of International 
Cotton Advisory Committee

I am extremely happy to share with you that CITI is 
expanding its footprints at the international level as well. 
This year, International Cotton Advisory Committee 
(ICAC), which is an international body comprising 
members from all major cotton producing, consuming, 
and trading countries have nominated CITI as a Founding 
Member of Private Sector Advisory Council (PSAC) which 
ICAC has recently formed with over 55 members. PSAC is 
aimed at fostering communication between the Private 
Sector and ICAC Member Governments to raise global 
industry concerns and promote global and regional 
initiatives that benefit the cotton industry. PSAC has four 
permanent committees and I have been elected as Vice 
Chairman of PSAC's Permanent Committee on Textiles in 
its first meeting held in July 2022. 

CITI's Participation in Samarth Scheme

o Samarth (Scheme for Capacity Building in Textile 

Sector) is a flagship skill development scheme 
approved in continuation to the Integrated Skill 
Development Scheme

o CITI is implementing skill development training 

under Samarth Scheme in partnership with 
Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India.
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o CITI has got the mandate to train 5540 youths 

under Textile and Garment Sector from Ministry of 
Textiles with a total project outlay of Rs. 7.76 crore.

o CITI is expecting to complete the training of 1850 

candidates by 31st December 2022.

Key Activities of CITI-CDRA

o During the year 2021-22, CITI-CDRA activities 

were spread across 8 districts of Rajasthan 
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh and were 
covering about 91,148 farmers having 1,20,268 
hectares of land area under cotton cultivation. 

o In Maharashtra the Project is implemented in 153 

villages, from 7 tehsils of three project districts 
covering 26,680 hectares under cotton cultivation, 
involving 16,830 farmers.

o In Rajasthan the Project is implemented in 106 

villages involving 9,788 farmers with 8,035 
hectares under cotton cultivation from Bhilwara 
and Rajsamand districts.

o In Madhya Pradesh the Project is implemented in 

18 clusters from the 4 project districts covering 
1,792 villages involving 64,530 farmers with 85,553 
hectares under cotton cultivation.

o In Madhya Pradesh, the Project for promoting ELS 

cotton and enhancing its production has been very 
well received by all cotton interested, particularly 
by the district agriculture department, cotton 
traders, and textile mills.
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Brief About Key Activities of CITI

Apart from the industrial scenario, let me also present to 
you in brief about the major activities that CITI has 
undertaken in the last one year.

· Webinar on Man-Made Fibre Conclave 2022 
th– 9  March 2022

CITI organized Man-Made Fibre Conclave 2022 through 
virtual mode. The theme of the conclave was “USD 450 
Billion Global MMF – Textiles Trade: Growth 
Beacon for the Indian Textile Industry”.

The Hon'ble Minister of State for Textiles and Railways, 
Smt. Darshana Vikram Jardosh ji was the Chief Guest and 
delivered the Inaugural Address in the conclave and 
Secretary (Textiles), Shri Upendra Prasad Singh, IAS, 
delivered the keynote address.

The conclave was attended by leading industrialists, 
manufacturers ,  industry  experts ,  government 
representatives, machinery suppliers, academicians, etc. 
and was a huge success.

· CITI-CDRA Golden Jubilee Celebrations – 

12th April 2022, New Delhi

On the occasion of completion of 50 glorious years of 
service of CITI's extension arm Cotton Development & 
Research Association (CDRA), CITI organized a grand 
event “CITI-CDRA Golden Jubilee Celebrations – A 
Mega Event” at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. The event 
was inaugurated by the Hon'ble Vice President of India, 
Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu Ji while Hon'ble Union Minister 
of Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal delivered the Keynote 
Address in the Inaugural Session. 
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The event had four Business Sessions and was concluded 
with the Valedictory Session. The Hon'ble Union Minister 
of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare, Shri Narendra Singh 
Tomar ji delivered the Valedictory Address while Hon'ble 
Minister of State for Textiles & Railways, Smt. Darshana 
Vikram Jardosh, delivered the Special Address in the 
Valedictory Session.

Many senior government officials, including Secretary 
(Textiles), Shri Upendra Prasad Singh, IAS, Additional 
Secretary (Textiles), Shri Vijoy Kumar Singh, IAS, and 
Textile Commissioner, Ms. Roop Rashi, IA&AS were also 
part of the CITI-CDRA Golden Jubilee Celebrations.

On this special occasion, CITI also released a Coffee 
Table Book - “Millennial Shades of Cotton”, that 
captures the historical backdrop of the fibre through 
millennia, from pre-historic times to the present.

During the event CITI also presented Life-Time 
Achievement Awards for Contribution Towards the Cotton 
Developmental Activities of CITI-CDRA to;

o Shri Suresh Kotak, Member, CITI's Standing 

Committee on Cotton & Chairman, Kotak Ginning 
& Pressing Industries Ltd 

o Shri P.D. Patodia, Chairman, CITI's Standing 

Committee on Cotton & Past Chairman, CITI 

o Shri Prem Malik, Co-Chairman, CITI's Standing 

Committee on Cotton & Past Chairman, CITI 

Leading Scientists & Farmers of CITI-CDRA Project 
Areas were also awarded during the event.
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th· 10th Asian Textile Conference – 17  August 

2022, New Delhi
th

CITI organized 10  Edition of Asian Textile Conference 
(ATEXCON) at Hotel Shangri-La Eros, New Delhi. The 
event was titled as “Reimagining the Textile & 
Apparel Industry for the Next Decade”. 

Hon'ble Minister of Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal 
inaugurated the event and also interacted with the T&A 
industry players who were present at the event. Hon'ble 
Minister of State, Smt. Darshana Jardosh was the Guest of 
Honour at the event and Secretary (Textiles), Shri 
Upendra Prasad Singh presented a “Roadmap for the Next 
Decade” during the theme session.

The event saw huge participation from the entire Textile & 
Apparel Industry not just from India but from other 
ASIAN countries as well and was a huge success.

Apart from the above major events, CITI from time to time 
has also organized a number of informative webinars for 
the benefit of the T&A industry. CITI has also planned a 
series of events for the upcoming year. I look forward to 
your suggestions for undertaking new activities that can 
benefit the industry further. 

Friends, the Annual Report and Audited Accounts of CITI 
and CITI CDRA along with the Auditor's Report for the 
year ended 31st March 2022 are already with you and with 
your permission I take them as read.
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