Highlights of the EU Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR)
	Timeline
	PPWR Article
	Requirement
	Probable Key Implication for Textile & Apparel Industry

	By 31 Dec 2026
	Article 5
	the Commission, assisted by the European Chemicals Agency, shall prepare a report on the presence of substances of concern in packaging and packaging components, to determine the extent to which they negatively affect the re-use and recycling of materials or impact chemical safety. That report may list the substances of concern present in packaging and packaging components.
	Greater scrutiny of the chemical composition and safety of textile packaging, including plastics, coatings, adhesives and other packaging components.

	By 31 Dec 2026
	Article 7
	Commission to establish the methodology for calculation and verification of recycled content.
	Exporters will need traceable and verifiable recycled-content data from packaging suppliers.

	From 12 Aug 2028
	Article 12
	Harmonised packaging labels indicating material composition to facilitate sorting.
	Textile packaging will require standardised material identification and sorting information; packaging artwork will need updating.

Packaging material identification must align with EU sorting and collection systems.

	From 12 Feb 2029
	Article 12
	Reusable packaging must carry a reusability label; QR code/digital data carrier may provide information on reuse systems, collection points and rotations.
	Reusable packaging will require clear identification and digital traceability.

	From  1st Jan 2030
	Article 6
	Packaging placed on the EU market will need to meet EU design-for-recycling and recyclability performance requirements.
	Garment polybags, films, labels, coatings, adhesives and other packaging components will need to be designed for recycling.

	1 Jan 2030
	Article 7
	Packaging material must have Minimum recycled content: 30% PET contact-sensitive, 10% non-PET contact-sensitive and 35% other plastic packaging.
	Significant shift from virgin to recycled plastic packaging, particularly relevant to plastic garment packaging.

	1 Jan 2030
	Packaging minimisation
	Packaging weight and volume must be reduced to the minimum necessary to perform its function.
	Exporters will need to reduce unnecessary packaging material, excessive layers and oversized packaging.

	1 Jan 2030
	Article 15 / Conformity
	Packaging placed on the EU market must comply with applicable PPWR requirements and undergo the required conformity assessment.
	Exporters and EU buyers will need technical evidence demonstrating packaging compliance.

	1 Jan 2030
	Article 6 – Recyclability Grades
	Packaging is assessed according to recyclability performance Grades A, B and C, with A representing the highest performance.
	Exporters should design packaging to achieve high recyclability performance, rather than relying only on a generic “recyclable” claim.

	1 Jan 2035
	Article 6
	Packaging must additionally demonstrate recycling at scale.
	Packaging must have an actual, functioning recycling pathway at scale, not merely be technically recyclable.

	1 Jan 2035
	Article 6 – Grade C
	Packaging with the lowest recyclability performance (Grade C) becomes subject to the stricter recyclability requirements applicable from this stage.
	Textile exporters should phase out low-performing/Grade C packaging and move towards higher-performing formats before this deadline.

	1 Jan 2038
	Article 6 – Grades A/B
	The minimum recyclability performance threshold becomes stricter, with packaging generally required to achieve Grade B or above; Grade A remains the highest performance level.
	Grade C packaging will no longer provide the required level of market access; exporters should target Grade A/B packaging.

	1 Jan 2040
	Article 7
	Any plastic part of packaging placed on the market shall contain the following minimum percentage of recycled content recovered from post-consumer plastic waste, per packaging type and format as referred to in Table 1 of Annex II, calculated as an average per manufacturing plant and year: 
(a) 30 % for contact-sensitive packaging made from polyethylene terephthalate (PET) as the major component, except single-use plastic beverage bottles;
(b) 10 % for contact-sensitive packaging made from plastic materials other than PET, except single-use plastic beverage bottles; 
(c) 35 % for plastic packaging other than those referred to in points (a), (b) and (c) of this paragraph
	Strong long-term move away from virgin plastic; packaging suppliers will need significantly higher recycled-content capacity.

	1 Jan 2040
	Reuse requirements
	Plastic packaging must contain minimum recycled content from post-consumer plastic waste:
· 50% – contact-sensitive PET packaging 
· 25% – contact-sensitive non-PET plastic packaging 
· 65% – other plastic packaging 
Recycled content must come from qualifying post-consumer plastic waste collected under EU or equivalent standards.

	Textile supply chains will need to increasingly adopt reusable pallets, boxes, crates and other transport packaging systems.

	Ongoing
	Articles 15–19
	Manufacturers, importers and distributors must verify compliance, maintain documentation and take corrective action for non-compliant packaging.
	Compliance responsibility extends across the entire textile packaging supply chain, not only the packaging manufacturer.

	Ongoing
	Articles 44–45
	Producer registration and Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) obligations apply to producers placing packaging/packaged products on EU markets.
	Indian exporters selling directly into the EU may need to address EPR registration, reporting, fees and authorised-representative requirements, depending on their role.
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